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To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of 

the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee. 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  of  presenting  to  you  the  Annual  Report 
on  the  Public  Health  of  the  County  for  the  year  1938,  being 
the  fortieth  you  have  received. 

The  health  of  the  County  during  1938  has  generally  been 
better  than  during  1937  as  the  death-rate  is  lower,  the  birth-rate  is 
higher,  and  the  infant  mortality  has  been  further  reduced. 

The  death-rate  from  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  remains  the 
same  as  last  year.  An  increase,  however,  has  to  be  recorded  in 
the  maternal  mortality  and  in  the  death  rates  from  epidemic  and 
malignant  disease  and  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

The  main  feature  in  the  summary  of  sanitary  services  in  the 
County  is  the  extension  which  has  taken  place  under  the  scheme 
of  the  County  Council  in  the  provision  of  piped  water  supplies  in 
rural  districts. 


Hertford. 
June,  1939. 


I am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

H.  HYSLOP  THOMSON, 

County  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


4 


Memlcrs  of  the  Public  Health  and  Housing  Committee. 


Chairman  : 

Anderson,  H. 

Barratt,  S.  G.  R. 

Bowlby,  F.  E.  S. 

•Bradford,  Miss  E.  E.  R. 
Bridger,  H.  J. 

Brown,  J.  W. 

Cannon,  H. 

Clark,  T.  R. 

Craufurd,  Col.  R.  Q.,  d.s.o. 
Dutch,  F.  V. 

Duesbury,  H.  D. 

•Fern,  H.  E.  (Chairman). 

Figg,  H.  B. 

Fleming,  Mrs.  M.  C. 

•Fletcher,  H. 

Foord,  T.  J. 

Franklin,  E.  J. 

Goddard,  S.  J. 

Guest,  E.  A. 

Those  marked  * are  members  of  the  Sub-Committee  as 


. E.  Fern. 

Halsey,  C.  H. 

Higgins,  C.  W. 

Horwood,  H. 

Kelly,  N.  E. 

Lindgren,  G.  S. 

Lucas,  Major-Gen.  C.  H.  Tindall, 

C.B.,  C.M.G.,  D.S.O. 

Millard,  F.  A. 

Ordish,  G.  H. 

Parker,  H. 

Pettengell,  L. 

Ritchie,  D.  G. 

Ryman,  H.  J.  S. 

Sebright,  Sir  Giles,  Bart. 

Slade,  E.  H. 

•Stacey,  W. 

Vialou,  A.  B. 

Walker,  G.  Rollo. 

Wheelwright,  Mrs.  A.  E. 

) County  Medical  Officer  of  Health’s  Repoits 


District  Medical 

Name  and  Address. 

Cox,  Dr.  W.  J., 

Public  Health  Department, 
Watford. 

Fraser,  Dr.  H., 

Westlands, 

Harpenden. 

Gross,  Dr.  M., 

Town  Hall, 

Hemel  Hempstead. 

Grosvenor,  Dr.  A.  A., 

Bowling  Green, 

Stevenage. 

Hardie,  Dr.  C.  F., 

Wood  Street, 

Barnet. 

Harvey,  Dr.  W., 

74  Mildred  Avenue, 

Watford. 

Macfadyen,  Dr.  N., 

123  Norton  Way, 

Letch  woith. 

McClymont,  Dr.  T., 

Clay  Hill, 

Enfield. 

Paton,  Dr.  R.  R.  K., 

36  St.  Peter’s  Street, 

St.  Albans. 

Rose,  Dr.  A.  E., 

Town  Hall, 

New  Barnet. 

Suggit,  Dr.  B., 

Hitchin  Street, 

Baldock. 

Thomas,  Dr.  A.  T., 

Council  Offices, 

Hatfield. 

Whitelaw,  Dr.  A.  D., 

The  Castle, 

Hertford. 


Officers  of  Health. 

District. 
Borough  of  Watford. 


Harpenden  Urban. 


Borough  of  Hemel  Hempstead, 
Berkhamsted,  and  Tring 
Urban  ; Berkhamsted  and 
Hemel  Hempstead  Rural. 
Stevenage  Urban. 


Barnet  Urban  and  Rural. 


Bushey,  Chorleywood,  and  Rick- 
mansworth  Urban  ; Watford 
Rural. 

Hitchin  and  Royston  Urban  ; 
Hitchin  Rural. 
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Borough  of  Hertford  ; Bishop’s 
Stortford,  Hoddesdon,  Sawbridge- 
worth,  and  Ware  Urban ; Braugh- 
ing,  Hertford,  and  Ware  Rural. 
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THE  HEALTH  OF  THE  COUNTY,  1938. 

Table  i. 

STATISTICAL  SUMMARY. 


(For  each  District  see  Table  17.) 


Urban 

Rural 

County 

1938 

1937 

10  years 

1938 

1937 

10  years 

1938 

1937 

10  years 

t 

d 

t 

t 

a 

b 

c 

e 

/ 

g 

h 

i 

I.  Population 

358,105 

350,400 

246,245 

127,395 

124,300 

111,265 

485,500 

474,700 

358,150 

II.  Birth-rate 

15-3 

14-9 

16-1 

14-7 

13-8 

14-8 

15-1 

14-6 

15-9 

III.  Death-rate 

9-8 

10-1 

10-4 

9-7 

10-2 

10-3 

9-S 

10-1 

10-4 

IV.  Infant  Mor- 

35 

38 

46 

35 

36 

45 

35 

37 

47 

tality  * 

V.  Epidemic  Death- 

•08 

•05 

— 

•03 

•08 

— 

•07 

•06 

- - . 

rate. 

VI.  Phthisis  Death- 

•40 

•39 

•6 

•34 

•32 

•5 

•38 

•38 

•5 

rate. 

VII.  Cancer  Death- 

1-6 

1-5 

1-4 

1-5 

1-5 

1-3 

1-6 

1-5 

1-3 

! 

rate. 

t 1921-1930.  * Per  1,000  Births. 


In  the  above  table  is  given  the  usual  summary  of  the  vital 
statistics  for  the  County  during  1938.  The  estimated  population 
for  the  year  was  485,500,  compared  with  474,700  for  last  year. 
A study  of  the  table  shows  a decrease  in  the  general  death-rate, 
which  was  9-  8,  compared  with  10  * 1 for  1937.  It  is  satisfactory 
to  note  also  that  there  is  a rise  in  the  birth-rate  which  is  15  • 1 
compared  with  14-6  last  year  and  a decrease  in  infant  mortality. 

There  is  a slight  increase  in  the  maternal  mortality,  which  is 
2 ' 9 compared  with  2 * 4 last  year.  There  is  no  change  in  the 
death-rate  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  which  is  0*3 8.  This 
is  the  second  time  that  the  death-rate  from  this  disease  has  been 
below  0*4  per  1,000.  The  death-rate  from  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  is  slightly  higher,  namely  o*  10  compared  with  o*  07 
last  year.  There  is  a rise  in  the  epidemic  death-rate,  which  is 
o * 07  compared  with  0 • 06  for  the  previous  year.  The  death-rate 
from  malignant  disease  is  slightly  higher,  being  1 • 6 compared 
with  1*5. 
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Table  2. 

POPULATION  AND  ACREAGE. 

(For  each  District  see  Table  17.) 


Acreage 
(land  and 
water) 

Population 

Census 

1911 

Census 

1921 

Census 

1931 

Estimate 

1938 

Urban  Districts 
Rural  Districts 

70,048 

334,472 

211,183 

100,101 

230,696 

102,499 

280,977 

120,229 

358,105 

127,395 

County  • 

404,520 

311,284 

333,195 

401,206 

485,500 

England  and  Wales 

37,339,215 

36,070,492 

37,885,242 

39,947,931 

— - 

The  1931  census  population  for  the  County  was  401,206,  the 
population  estimated  for  1937  was  474,700,  and  the  estimated 
population  for  1938  was  485,500,  which  is  an  increase  of  10,800, 
compared  with  14,550  last  year.  The  increase  in  the  urban 
districts  was  7,705  and  in  the  rural  districts  3,095.  In  1911  the 
ratio  of  person  per  acre  was  o -7;  in  1938  this  had  increased  to 
1 • 2 per  acre. 

There  has  been  an  increase  of  population  in  all  urban 
districts  with  the  exception  of  Hertford,  which  is  the  same  as  last 
year,  and  of  Stevenage  and  Tring,  in  which  the  population  is 
returned  as  less  than  that  for  the  previous  year.  There  has  been 
an  increase  in  all  rural  districts  with  the  exception  of  Hitchin  and 
Welwyn,  in  which  the  population  has  declined. 


Table  3. 

BIRTH-RATE . 

(For  each  District  see  Table  17.  For  number  of  births,  legitimate  and 
illegitimate,  in  each  district,  see  Table  26.) 


Hertfordshire. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

Urban. 

Rural. 

1 

County. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

1911-20  . 

18-0 

3,971* 

18-2 

2,003* 

18-1 

5,974* 

21-8 

1921-30  . 

16-1 

3,939* 

14*8 

1,739* 

15-9 

5,678* 

18-3 

1937 

14-9 

5,233 

13-8 

1,724 

14-6 

6,957 

14-9 

1938 

15-3 

5,506 

14-7 

1,876 

15-1 

7,382 

15-1 

= Average. 


The  birth-rate  for  1938  shows  a definite  increase,  being  15  • 1 
compared  with  14*6  for  1937;  the  increase  refers  to  urban  and 
rural  districts;  in  the  rural  districts  the  birth-rate  has  risen  from 
13  * 8 to  14  * 7.  The  highest  birth-rate  in  urban  districts  was  20  * 1 
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(Rickmansworth)  and  the  lowest  9- 1 (Chorley  Wood).  In  the 
rural  districts  the  highest  birth-rate  was  18  * 4 (Hatfield)  and  the 
lowest  11  *8  (Hertford). 

In  two  urban  districts,  Berkhamsted  and  Chorley  Wood,  and 
in  one  rural  district,  Braughing,  the  death-rate  exceeded  the 
birth-rate. 


Table  4. 
DEATH-RATE. 

(For  each  District  see  Table  17.) 


Hertfordshire. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

Urban. 

Rural. 

County. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

1911-20  . 

11-6 

2,393* 

11-6 

1,221* 

11-6 

3,614* 

14-3 

1921-30  . 

10*4 

2,585* 

10-3 

1,145* 

10-4 

3,730* 

11-8 

1937 

10-1 

3,546 

10-2 

1,276 

10*1 

4,822 

12-4 

1938 

9-8 

3,539 

9-7 

1,245 

9-8 

4,784 

11-6 

* = Average. 


There  has  been  a decrease  in  the  death-rate  during  1938,  the 
figure  being  9*8  compared  with  10 *i  for  1937.  The  decrease 
was  more  marked  in  rural  than  in  urban  districts.  The  highest 
death-rate  in  the  urban  districts  was  12  * 6 (Tring),  and  the  lowest 
7*4  (Welwyn  Garden  City).  In  the  rural  districts  the  highest 
was  14-  4 (Braughing)  and  the  lowest  6-  8 (Barnet).  The  death- 
rate  compares  favourably  with  the  figure  of  n*6  for  England 
and  Wales. 

The  fall  in  the  death-rate  was  mainly  due  to  a decrease  in 
the  number  of  deaths  from  influenza,  Bright's  disease,  cerebral 
haemorrhage  and  bronchitis. 


Table  5. 

INFANT  MORTALITY. 

(For  each  District  see  Table  17.) 


Hertfordshire. 

England. 

and 

Wales. 

Urban. 

Rural. 

County. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

1911-20 

• 

67 

259* 

58 

119* 

64 

378* 

100 

1921-30 

• 

46 

192* 

45 

79* 

47 

271* 

81 

1937 

• 

38 

200 

36 

63 

37 

263 

58 

1938 

• 

35 

197 

35 

66 

35 

263 

53 

* = Average. 


8 


The  infant  mortality,  which  is  the  number  of  deaths  under 
twelve  months  per  1,000  births,  was  35  compared  with  37  in 
1937;  the  actual  number  of  deaths  was  263,  the  same  as  for  the 
previous  year.  The  number  of  deaths  from  congenital  debility 
and  premature  birth  was  165  out  of  the  total  number  of  263. 

The  decrease  in  infant  mortality  relates  to  both  urban  and 
rural  districts.  In  three  districts,  namely  Chorley  Wood  and 
Sawbridge worth  Urban  and  Berkhamsted  Rural,  no  deaths  under 
the  age  of  one  year  occurred.  The  lowest  infant  mortality  in 
urban  districts  was  15  (Ware)  and  the  highest  67  (Hertford).  In 
rural  districts  the  lowest  figure  was  25  (St.  Albans)  and  the 
highest  81  (Welwyn). 

There  has  been  an  increase  in  the  mortality  amongst 
illegitimate  infants,  which  was  74  * 0 compared  with  61*7  for 
1937.  The  mortality  in  urban  districts  was  75*5  and  in  rural 
districts  70*4. 

There  were  11  deaths  from  diarrhoea  under  the  age  of  twelve 
months,  compared  with  21  last  year,  which  shows  a considerable 
decrease. 


MATERNAL  MORTALITY. 

Number  of  Deaths  of  Mothers  per  1,000  Births. 

The  number  of  maternal  deaths  during  the  year  was  26, 
compared  with  17  last  year,  and  the  maternal  mortality  was  2 • 9 
compared  with  2' 4 for  1937.  Of  the  26  maternal  deaths  4 were 
due  to  puerperal  sepsis,  compared  with  5 last  year,  and  22  were 
due  to  other  accidents  and  diseases  of  pregnancy  and  parturition, 
compared  with  12  last  year.  These  figures  indicate  that  while 
puerperal  sepsis  now  presents  a less  serious  problem  owing  to 
modern  methods  of  treatment,  other  causes  of  maternal  mortality 
such  as  haemorrhage  and  toxaemia  of  pregnancy  still  present  a 
problem  which  has  not  been  successfully  solved.  The  true  cause 
and  significance  of  toxaemia  associated  with  pregnancy  are  not 
yet  definitely  known.  It  is  clear,  however,  that  this  condition 
is  not  favourably  influenced  by  the  preventive  methods  at  present 
adopted  to  a degree  sufficient  to  decrease  its  incidence  to  any 
great  extent.  There  is  some  evidence  that  it  is  associated  with 
mental  anxiety  and  this  possible  relationship  to  the  causation  of 
this  condition  should  be  investigated. 

Twenty  of  the  deaths  occurred  in  urban  districts  and  6 in 
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rural  districts,  the  highest  number  in  any  district  being  6 
(Watford  Borough).  Of  the  20  deaths  in  urban  districts  17  were 
due  to  non-septic  conditions. 

There  were  79  notifications  of  puerperal  pyrexia  received 
during  the  year  compared  with  75  last  year,  69  from  urban 
districts  and  10  from  rural  districts. 

The  following  are  the  rates  for  maternal  mortality  for  the 
County  for  each  year  from  1939  to  1919  : 2-9,  2*4,  2 • 1,  2*4,  3-5, 

2- 5,  2-3,  4-2,  2-9,  3-2,  3-2,  4-9,  2-2,  2-8,  4-2,  4-5,  3-8,  3-1, 

3- 4,  3-6,  2-4. 

Reference  to  the  work  of  the  consulting  obstetric  surgeons  in 
connection  with  maternal  welfare  is  made  elsewhere  in  the  Report. 


Table  6. 

CANCER  OR  MALIGNANT  DISEASE. 

(Including  carcinoma  and  rodent  ulcer.  For  each  district  see  Table  17.) 


Hertfordshire. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

Urban. 

Rural. 

County. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

1911-20 

• 

1-2 

252* 

1-2 

128* 

1*2 

380* 

1-2 

1921-30 

• 

1-4 

342* 

1-3 

151* 

1-3 

493* 

1-2 

1937 

• 

1-5 

540 

1-5 

188 

1 -5 

728 

1 -6 

1938 

• 

1-6 

603 

1-5 

199 

1-6 

802 

— 

* = Average. 


A slight  increase  has  again  to  be  recorded  in  the  death-rate 
from  malignant  disease,  the  figure  being  i#6  for  1938  compared 
with  1 -5  for  1937.  The  increase  applies  to  urban  districts, 
the  rate  for  the  rural  districts  remaining  the  same  as  last  year. 
The  highest  death-rate  in  urban  districts  was  3-3  (Royston), 
and  the  lowest  0‘6g  (Rickmansworth).  In  rural  districts  the 
highest  figure  was  23  (Braughing),  and  the  lowest  0*93  (Watford). 

Of  the  total  number  of  802  deaths,  603  were  in  urban 
districts  and  199  in  rural  districts  and  373  were  males  and 
429  females.  Of  the  total  number  of  deaths,  446,  of  which 
219  were  males  and  227  females,  were  over  the  age  of  65,  giving 
a percentage  of  55*6  over  that  age. 
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Table  7. 

TUBERCULOSIS. 

Crude  Death-rates  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

(For  each  District  see  Table  17.) 


Hertfordshire. 

England 

and 

Wales. 

Urban. 

Rural. 

County. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

1911-20 

• 

•8 

169* 

•7 

79* 

•7 

248* 

1-0 

1921-30 

• 

•6 

158* 

•5 

63* 

•5 

221* 

•7 

1937 

• 

•39 

140 

•32 

41 

•38 

181 

•6 

1938 

• 

•40 

144 

•34 

44 

•38 

188 

— 

* = Average. 


The  death-rate  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  was  exactly 
the  same  as  in  1937,  viz.  0*38  per  1,000.  The  highest  death-rate 
in  the  urban  districts  was  0^93  (Ware),  while  there  were  no 
deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis  in  the  urban  districts  of 
Sawbridgeworth  and  Tring.  In  the  rural  districts  the  highest 
death  rate  was  071  (Hertford),  and  the  lowest  o*io  (Watford). 

The  number  of  cases  of  tuberculosis  notified  during  the 
year  was  447  compared  with  406  for  the  previous  year.  Of  the 
total  number  333  were  pulmonary  cases  compared  with  319  last 
year  and  114,  compared  with  87  last  year,  were  non-pulmonary 
cases.  In  the  following  tables  particulars  are  given  of  the 
number  of  cases  notified  and  of  the  number  of  deaths  from 
tuberculosis  in  the  various  urban  and  rural  districts  in  the 
County. 

Of  the  1 88  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  144 
occurred  in  urban  districts  and  44  in  rural  districts  ; 108  were 
males  and  80  were  females. 

As  regards  the  number  of  deaths  in  the  various  age  groups 
the  highest  number  of  deaths  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis 
occurred  in  the  age  group  35-45.  The  worst  figures  being 
for  the  male  age  group  25-35  in  urban  districts. 

Of  the  deaths  from  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  44  occurred 
in  urban  districts  and  6 in  rural  districts.  The  death-rate  from 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis  is  o*io  compared  with  0^07  last 
year.  In  urban  districts  the  highest  death-rate  from  this 
disease  was  078  (Baldock)  and  in  rural  districts  o*n  (Barnet). 

The  largest  number  of  deaths  from  non-pulmonary  tuber- 
culosis occurred  in  the  age  group  15-25.  There  were  11  deaths 
under  the  age  of  5 years  compared  with  10  last  year,  nine  of 
these  occurring  in  urban  districts. 
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Table  8. 

Giving  the  Notification-rate  and  Death-rate  from 
Non-Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


Number  of 

Number  of 

Attack 

Death- 

Popula- 

Cases  Notified. 

Deaths. 

Rate 

rate 

District. 

tion. 

per 

per 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

1,000. 

1,000. 

Urban. 

Baldock 

3,829 

1 

1 

2 

2 

1 

3 

•52 

•78 

Barnet 

21,320 

5 

6 

11 

3 

— 

3 

•51 

•14 

Berkhamsted 

10,250 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

•19 

•09 

Bishop's  Stortford 

10,960 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

•09 

— 

Bushey 

12,550 

3 

1 

4 

2 

• — 

2 

•31 

•15 

Cheshunt 

16,940 

3 

4 

7 

2 

2 

•41 

•11 

Chorleywood 

3,719 

2 

1 

3 

— 

— 

— • 

•80 

— 

East  Barnet 

32,830 

4 

2 

6 

3 

2 

5 

•18 

•15 

Harpenden  . 

11,490 

— 

2 

2 

2 

— 

2 

•17 

•17 

Hemel  Hempstead 

18,860 

1 

2 

3 

1 

— 

1 

•15 

•05 

Hertford 

12,970 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

•07 

•07 

Hitchin 

17,250 

1 

3 

4 

2 

— 

2 

•23 

•11 

Hoddesdon  . 

11,950 

2 

4 

6 

— 

— 

— 

•50 

— ■ 

Letchworth . 

15,990 

2 

1 

3 

2 

1 

3 

•18 

•18 

Rickmansworth  . 

18,700 

— - 

3 

3 

1 

3 

4 

♦16 

•21 

Royston 

3,885 

— 

— 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

•25 

St.  Albans  . 

36,200 

8 

3 

11 

3 

2 

5 

•30 

•13 

Sawbridgeworth  . 

3,055 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Stevenage  . 

5,637 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

— 

•17 

— 

Tring  .... 

4,430 

1 

1 

2 

2 

— 

2 

•45 

•45 

Ware  .... 

7,450 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

•26 

• 

Watford 

65,690 

6 

5 

11 

4 

2 

6 

•16 

•09 

Welwyn  Gdn.  City 

12,150 

7 

1 

8 

i 

. 

i 

•65 

•08 

Total  Urban  . 

358,105 

47 

46 

93 

30 

14 

44 

•25 

•12 

Rural. 

Barnet 

9,089 

1 

2 

3 

— 

1 

1 

•33 

•11 

Berkhamsted 

4,366 

— 

— — 

. 

— 

— 

— 

— 

■ ■ — 

Braughing  . 

8,940 

— 

1 

1 

— 

— 

•11 

— 

Hatfield 

16,500 

— 

2 

2 

1 

— 

1 

•12 

•06 

Hemel  Hempstead 

8,763 

— 

1 

1 



— 

— 

•11 

— 

Hertford 

6,991 

— 

1 

1 

- 

— 

— 

•14 

— 

Hitchin 

18,850 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

•10 

_ 

St.  Albans  . 

21,030 

1 

5 

6 

1 

1 

2 

•28 

•09 

Ware  .... 

9,614 

« 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

•10 

•10 

Watford 

19,255 

1 

1 

2 

1 

— 

1 

•10 

•05 

Welwyn 

3,997 

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

— 

•50 

— 

Total  Rural  . 

127,395 

5 

16 

21 

4 

2 

6 

•16 

•04 

Total  Urban . 

358,105 

47 

46 

93 

30 

14 

44 

•25 

•12 

Total  Urban  and  Rural 

485,500 

52 

62 

114 

34 

16 

50 

•23 

•10 

12 


Table  9. 

Giving  Particulars  of  the  Notification-rate  and  Death- 
rate  from  Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 


District. 

Popula- 

tion. 

Numb 
Cases  nc 

er  of 
)tified. 

Numb 

Deal 

er  of 
:hs. 

Attack 

Rate 

per 

1,000 

Death- 

rate 

per 

1,000. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

M. 

F. 

Total. 

Urban. 

Baldock 

3,829 

3 

3 

1 

1 

1 

•78 

•26 

Barnet 

21,320 

13 

3 

16 

3 

2 

5 

•75 

•23 

Berkhamsted 

10,250 

3 

2 

5 

3 

1 

4 

•48 

•39 

Bishop’s  Stortford 

10,960 

3 

2 

5 

2 

3 

5 

•45 

♦45 

Bushey 

12,550 

3 

— 

3 

2 

— 

2 

•23 

•15 

Cheshunt 

16,940 

10 

4 

14 

8 

— 

8 

•82 

•47 

Chorleywood 

3,719 

— 

- — 

— 

1 

— 

1 

— 

•26 

East  Barnet 

32,830 

23 

8 

31 

10 

7 

17 

•94 

•51 

Harpenden  . 

11,490 

5 

7 

12 

2 

— 

2 

1 -04 

•17 

Hemel  Hempstead 

18,860 

8 

4 

12 

3 

3 

6 

•63 

•31 

Hertford 

12,970 

3 

3 

6 

3 

2 

5 

•46 

•38 

Hitchin 

17,250 

5 

5 

10 

2 

4 

6 

•57 

•34 

Hoddesdon  . 

11,950 

4 

2 

6 

3 

— 

3 

•50 

•25 

Letclnvorth  . 

15,990 

4 

4 

8 

4 

3 

7 

•50 

•43 

Rickmansworth  . 

18,700 

5 

7 

12 

1 

4 

5 

-64 

•26 

Royston 

3,885 

2 

2 

4 

— 

1 

1 

1-02 

•25 

St.  Albans  . 

36,200 

21 

7 

28 

8 

6 

14 

•77 

•38 

Sawbridgeworth  . 

3,055 

1 

■ — 

1 

— 

— 

■ — 

•32 

— 

Stevenage  . 

5,637 

1 

1 

2 

2 

2 

4 

•35 

•70 

Tring  . 

4,430 

2 

— 

2 

— 

— 

— 

♦45 

— 

Ware  . 

7,450 

3 

1 

4 

6 

1 

7 

•53 

•93 

Watford 

65,690 

48 

29 

77 

19 

18 

37 

1-17 

•56 

Welwyn  Garden  City 

12,150 

6 

5 

11 

1 

3 

4 

•90 

•32 

Total  Urban  . 

• 

358,105 

176 

96 

272 

83 

61 

144 

! *75 

•40 

Rural. 

Barnet 

9,089 

1 

3 

4 

— 

2 

2 

•44 

•22 

Berkhamsted 

4,366 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

2 

•45 

•45 

Braughing  . 

8,940 

— 

3 

3 

1 

1 

2 

•33 

•22 

Hatfield 

16,500 

9 

7 

16 

5 

5 

10 

•96 

•60 

Hemel  Hempstead 

8,763 

— 

1 

1 

3 

1 

4 

•11 

•45 

Hertford 

6,991 

2 

1 

3 

3 

2 

5 

•42 

•71 

Hitchin 

18,850 

4 

5 

9 

2 

1 

3 

•47 

•15 

St.  Albans  . 

21,030 

8 

5 

13 

5 

1 

6 

•61 

•28 

Ware  . 

9,614 

■ 

1 

1 

3 

3 

6 

•10 

•62 

Watford 

19,255 

5 

4 

9 

1 

1 

2 

•46 

•10 

Welwyn 

3,997 

— 

— 

— 

1 

1 

2 

— 

.50 

Total  Rural 

• 

127,395 

30 

31 

61 

25 

19 

44 

•47 

•34 

Total  Urban 

• 

358,105 

176 

96 

272 

83 

61 

144 

•75 

•40 

Total  Urban  and  Rural 

485,500 

206 

127 

333 

108 

80 

188  | 

•68 

•38 

13 


Preventive  Measures. — Good  housing  conditions,  sufficient 
rest — especially  for  adolescents — and  an  adequate  supply  of 
wholesome  food  are  the  essential  factors  in  the  prevention  of 
the  spread  of  the  disease,  combined  with  early  diagnosis  and 
the  segregation  of  infectious  cases.  A further  effort  has  been 
made  to  persuade  contacts  to  submit  to  examination  with 
the  result  that  during  the  year  434  were  examined  compared 
with  26 7 last  year.  Of  this  number  24  were  found  to  have 
definite  tuberculosis  of  the  lungs  ; two  were  suffering  from 
non-pulmonary  tuberculosis. 

During  the  year  348  home  condition  forms  were  forwarded 
by  the  Health  Visitors,  from  which  the  following  particulars 
have  been  obtained. 


Table  10. 
Home  Conditions. 


Good 

Indifferent 

Bad 

Insured  ..... 

82-9 

14-9 

2-2 

Uninsured  .... 

79-8 

19-1 

M 

Totcil  • • • • 

81-3 

17-0 

1-7 

Number  of  Persons  per  Bedroom. 


Two  or  less 

Three 

Four 

Over  Four 

Insured 

88-0 

10-3 

1-7 

— 

Uninsured 

87-6 

11-2 

•6 

•6 

Total 

87-8 

10-8 

1-1 

•3 

The  figures  in  the  above  table  show  a marked  fall  in  the 
percentage  of  bad  home  conditions  compared  with  last  year. 

Examination  of  Patients. — During  the  year  1,355  persons 
were  examined,  compared  with  1,109  last  year>  with  a view  to 
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diagnosis  and,  if  necessary,  treatment.  The  results  found  on 
examination  were  as  follows  : Pulmonary  or  hilum  tuberculosis, 
375  ; non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  ioi  ; combined  pulmonary 
and  non-pulmonary  tuberculosis,  9 ; suspects,  116  ; not  tuber- 
culosis, 754.  The  figure  of  persons  examined  also  includes  a 
number  of  contacts  to  which  reference  has  previously  been 
made. 

The  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the  County  Sanatorium 
for  observation  were  47  compared  with  48  last  year. 

REPORT  OF  THE  MEDICAL  SUPERINTENDENT  OF 

SANATORIUM 

The  following  are  the  totals  of  admissions,  discharges  and 
deaths  during  the  past  year,  together  with  the  condition  of  those 
admitted  and  discharged  : — 


Total  number  of  admissions,  301. 

Table  showing  condition  of  patients  on  admission  : — 


Early 

Inter- 

mediate 

Advanced 

Suspects 

Totals 

Males  . 

23 

75 

65 

26 

189 

Females 

18 

48 

25 

21 

112 

Total 

41 

123 

90 

47 

301 

Total  number  of  discharges  and  deaths,  299. 

Table  showing  condition  of  patients  at  termination  of 
treatment  : — 


Able  to 
work 

Improved 

Not  im- 
proved 

Worse 

Diagnosis 

not 

confirmed 

Died 

Totals 

Males 

95 

24 

11 

7 

20 

38 

195 

Females  . 

43 

14 

5 

5 

19 

18 

104 

Total  . 

138 

38 

16 

12 

39 

56 

299 

Of  the  cases  admitted  183  were  found  to  have  Tubercle 
Bacilli  in  their  sputum. 

The  average  number  of  beds  occupied  during  the  year 
was  126.  Particulars  as  to  patients  transferred  to  other  In- 
stitutions are  as  follows  : 21  were  sent  to  the  London  Chest 

Hospital  for  special  operative  treatment  for  pulmonary  tuber- 
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culosis  ; 13  to  general  hospitals  ; 7 to  Public  Assistance  Institu- 
tions ; and  5 to  Tuberculosis  Colonies  or  other  Sanatoriums. 

During  the  year  47  observation  cases  were  admitted  with 
the  following  results  : 31  in  whom  no  tuberculosis  was  found  ; 
3 not  confirmed  ; 1 early  case  ; 10  intermediate  cases  ; 2 with 
Tuberculous  Pleural  Effusion. 

In  addition  to  ordinary  sanatorium  routine  the  following 
special  forms  of  treatment  were  carried  out  : 38  patients  had 

a course  of  tuberculin  ; 54  patients  had  a course  of  injections 
of  gold  ; 54  new  patients  were  given  artificial  pneumothorax 

treatment  of  whom  a more  or  less  satisfactory  amount  of 
collapse  was  obtained  in  41.  Thirty-eight  patients  were  treated 
with  tuberculin. 

X-Rays. — 339  films  were  taken  at  the  Hertford  County 
Hospital  during  the  year,  and  172  patients  were  X-rayed  on  the 
portable  apparatus  at  the  Sanatorium  ; patients  were  screened 
on  our  apparatus  on  263  occasions.  Arrangements  are  in 
hand  for  the  installation  of  a temporary  dark  room  at  the 
Sanatorium  in  order  that  we  may  be  able  to  develop  our  own 
films.  It  is  hoped  shortly  to  commence  giving  patients  this 
form  of  treatment  for  non-pulmonary  complications  at  the 
Sanatorium. 

The  Laboratory  has  been  in  use  during  the  whole  of  the 
year  and  919  sputum  examinations  have  been  made. 

Lectures  are  given  to  the  patients  periodically,  explaining 
the  method  of  Sanatorium  treatment,  and  advice  is  given  as 
to  carrying  on  the  treatment  as  far  as  possible,  after  returning 
to  their  homes. 

Bowling  Green. — Patients  have  again  made  very  good  use 
of  this  Green  and  11  matches  were  played  against  outside  teams 
during  the  past  summer. 

The  portable  sound  film  apparatus  has  again  given  much 
pleasure  to  the  patients,  both  to  those  in  bed  and  in  the  con- 
valescent stage.  Eleven  series  of  films  have  been  shown  during 
the  winter  months. 

The  Ladies  Committee  have  arranged  five  various  enter- 
tainments for  the  patients  and  bands  have  played  selections 
on  five  occasions.  We  are  very  much  indebted  to  the  Ladies 
for  all  the  trouble  they  have  taken  in  providing  these  forms  of 
entertainment. 

Nursing  of  Patients. — The  following  figures  supplied  to 
me  by  Miss  Harrington  give  particulars  of  the  work  carried 
out  in  connection  with  the  nursing  of  tuberculous  patients  : — 

During  the  year  1938,  the  district  nurses  have  attended 
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Table  ii. 

Return  Showing  the  Immediate  Results  of  Treatment  of 
Patients  and  of  Observation  of  Doubtful  Cases  Dis- 
charged from  Residential  Institutions  during  the 

year  1938. 


lassification 

1 admission 
to  the 
nstitution. 

Condition  at  time  of 
discharge. 

Duration  of  Residential  Treatment  in  the 
Institution. 

Under  3 
months 

3-6 

months 

6-12 

months 

More  than 
12  months 

Total. 

O 

3 " 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

M. 

F. 

Ch. 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis. 

Class  T.B. 
minus.  1 

Quiescent 

Not  Quiescent 

Died  in  Institution 

10 

1 

5 

1 

— 

16 

1 

1 

11 

8 

4 

2 

3 

1 

11 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1 

8 

4 

29 

62 

5 

Class  T.B. 
plus 

Group  1. 

Quiescent 

Not  Quiescent 

Died  in  Institution 

4 

1 

— 

12 

6 

— 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

• 

— 

— 

28 

2 

j Class  T.B. 
plus 

Group  2. 

Quiescent 

Not  Quiescent 

Died  in  Institution 

4 

3 

1 

1 

— 

34 

1 

12 

— 

10 

4 

8 

2 

— 

1 

2 

3 

2 

— 

73 

15 

Class  T.B. 
plus 

Group  3. 

Quiescent 

Not  Quiescent 

Died  in  Institution 

7 

5 

1 

3 

— 

12 

4 

4 

— 

2 

1 

3 

1 

— 

1 

4 

3 

2 

— 

1 

33 

19 

Non-PuLMONARY  TUBERCULOSIS. 

Bones  & 
Joints. 

Quiescent 

Not  Quiescent 

Died  in  Institution 

— 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

5 

9 

8 

Ab- 

dominal. 

Quiescent 

Not  Quiescent 

Died  in  Institution 

— 

1 

— 

1 

2 

2 

— 

1 

— 

— 

2 

— 

9 

Other 

Organs. 

Quiescent 

Not  Quiescent 

Died  in  Institution 

1 

— 

— 

3 

1 

— 

1 

— 

- 

1 

— 

1 

5 

1 

Peripheral 

Glands. 

Quiescent 

Not  Quiescent 

Died  in  Institution 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

2 

4 

— 

- 

5 

4 

— 

— 

2 

10 

10 

Pu 

' 1 

LMONARY. 

N 

ON-PULMON 

ARY. 

Under 

4 weeks 

Over 

4 weeks 

Under 

4 weeks 

Over 

4 weeks 

Observa- 
tion for 
purpose  of 
diagnosis. 

Tuberculous 

Non-tuberculous 

Doubtful 

6 

19 

2 

5 

17 

1 

— 

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

1 

0 

O 

— 

1 

1 

14 

43 

3 

Particulars  of  patients  who  were  under  treatment  in  institutions  for  less  than  28 
days  do  not  appear  in  this  table. 
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162  cases,  of  which  102  were  nursing  cases  and  60  observation 
cases.  They  have  also  visited  209  cases  for  the  purpose  of  taking 
temperatures.  In  addition  248  home  condition  reports,  62 
shelter  reports  and  142  supplementary  reports  on  patients' 
condition  have  been  filled  in  and  forwarded,  making  a total  of 
452  reports.  The  number  of  visits  made  by  the  district  nurses 
to  the  homes  of  tuberculosis  patients  during  the  year  was  as 
follows  : domiciliary  nursing,  4,696  ; visits  for  taking  tempera- 
tures, 941  ; visits  for  obtaining  shelter  reports,  62  ; .special 
visits,  45  ; making  a total  of  5,744  visits  in  addition  to  the 
248  visits  paid  to  obtain  home  condition  reports  and  142  visits 
paid  to  obtain  supplementary  reports. 

During  the  year  the  County  Council  health  visitors  have 
attended  9 cases.  In  addition,  they  have  filled  in  33  home 
condition  reports,  4 shelter  reports  and  19  supplementary 
reports  on  patients'  condition,  making  a total  of  56  reports. 
The  number  of  visits  made  by  the  health  visitors  to  the  homes 
of  tuberculosis  patients  was  481. 

The  total  number  of  visits  paid  to  the  homes  of  patients  by 
the  district  nurses  and  health  visitors  was  6,671. 


Table  12. 

Giving  Particulars  of  Dispensary  Work,  1938. 


Dispensaries. 

Number  of  Nurses’ 
attendances  at 
Dispensary. 

Number  of  patients. 

Discharged— no  further 
treatment  necessary. 

Sanatorium  or  dis- 
charged for  other 
reasons. 

On  books  at  end  of 
year. 

Number  of  patients’ 
attendances  at 
Dispensary. 

District  Nurses  : 
Berkhamsted 

23 

74 

7 

47 

20 

150 

Bishop’s  Stortford 

24 

66 

4 

40 

22 

132 

East  Barnet 

24 

136 

2 

78 

56 

291 

Hatfield 

24 

106 

6 

59 

41 

319 

Hemel  Hempstead 

52 

124 

5 

65 

54 

340 

Hertford 

48 

258 

8 

155 

95 

677 

Hitchin 

51 

190 

7 

129 

54 

536 

St.  Albans  . 

64 

273 

9 

160 

104 

697 

Waltham  Cross 

51 

96 

4 

57 

35 

267 

Co:jnty  Council  Health 
Visitors  : — 

Barnet 

27 

125 

78 

47 

225 

Letchworth  . 

51 

180 

11 

99 

70 

581 

Watford  mi,?,ren  • 

(Adults  . 

23 

88 

1 

17 

70 

239 

48 

180 

9 

21 

150 

547 

Totals  . 

510 

3 

1,005 

818 

5,001 
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Summary  of  New  Work  during  the  Year. — In  the  following 
table  particulars  are  given  of  the  work  carried  out  during  the 
year  in  connection  with  tuberculosis,  including  recommendations 
for  treatment  in  the  case  of  new  patients  : — 


Number  of  cases  examined  . . 1,355 

Cases  treated  in  sanatoria  . . 349 

Cases  treated  in  hospitals  . . 90 

Cases  treated  at  home  . . 342 

Cases  treated  at  dispensaries  . 131 

Cases  under  observation  . . 216 

Contacts  examined  . . . 434 

Cases  recommended  milk  . . 38 

Shelters  issued  ....  15 

Specimens  of  sputum  examined  . 2,245 
Tubercle  bacilli  present  . . 724 


VENEREAL  DISEASES. 

The  number  of  new  patients  from  Hertfordshire  attending 
clinics  in  London  during  1938  was  389  compared  with  334  for 
1937  and  332  for  1936.  Of  this  number  199  compared  with  162 
were  cases  of  venereal  disease,  and  190  compared  with  172  last 
year  were  found  not  to  be  suffering  from  this  disease.  The  total 
attendances  for  the  year  were  8,031  compared  with  8,030  for 
1937.  The  number  of  in-patient  days  was  500  compared  with 
1,306  last  year. 

The  number  of  patients  who  attended  the  clinics  in  London 
is  considerably  higher  than  last  year  while  the  number  of 
individuals  who  were  not  suffering  from  venereal  disease  and 
who  presented  themselves  for  examination  was  also  increased. 
There  has  been  a considerable  decrease  in  the  number  of  in- 
patient days. 

The  amount  of  work  carried  out  during  the  year  is  shown 
in  the  table  overleaf. 

The  number  of  pathological  examinations  carried  out  for 
practitioners  was  273,  compared  with  242  for  the  previous  year, 
while  the  number  of  pathological  examinations  carried  out  for  or 
at  the  centres  in  London  was  3,167.  Of  these  examinations, 
58  were  for  spirochsetes,  1,686  for  gonococci,  608  for  Wassermann 
reaction,  and  815  for  other  reasons. 
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Table  13. 

Annual  Summary  for  1938. 


Hospitals. 

New  Patients. 

Total 

Atten- 

dances. 

In- 

patient 

days. 

Syp. 

S.C. 

Gon. 

Not 

V.D. 

Total. 

Albert  Dock  .... 

Royal  Northern 

Hospital  for  Sick  Children, 

9 



29 

28 

66 

2,694 

2 

Gt.  Ormond  Street 

1 

— 

— 

17 

18 

55 

9 

Guy’s  ..... 

6 

— 

7 

12 

25 

612 

38 

King's  College  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Metropolitan  .... 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Miller  General  .... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Royal  Free  .... 

5 

— 

22 

53 

80 

829 

163 

St.  George’s  .... 
St.  John's,  Lewisham 

St.  Mary’s  .... 

1 

— 

6 

4 

11 

180 

56 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

4 

— 

12 

12 

28 

337 

36 

St.  Thomas’  .... 

10 

— 

38 

37 

85 

1,303 

58 

Seamen's  .... 

— 



1 

1 

2 
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• 

S.  London  for  Women 

1 

— 

— 

1 

2 

14 

18 

University  College 

8 

— 

23 

11 

42 

1,256 

— 

West  London  .... 

1 

— 

1 

3 

5 

93 

13 

Westminster  .... 

— 

_ 

2 

2 

4 

231 

— 

S.  Army  Mothers’  Hospital 
Children’s  Medical  Home  . 

— 

— 

4 

2 

6 

79 

64 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

43 

Whitechapel  Clinic  . 

4 

— 

4 

7 

15 

328 

— 

Total  .... 

50 

— 

149 

190 

389 

8,031 

500 

The  total  number  of  pathological  examinations  made  for  private  practitioners 

in  the  County  during  the  year  is  273. 


BLIND  PERSONS. 

The  scheme  provided  by  the  County  Council  under  The 
Blind  Persons’  Act,  1920,  provides  for  (a)  Children  under  school 
age  ; ( b ) employment  ; (c)  home  workers  ; (d)  home  teachers  ; 
( e ) maintenance  grants  in  homes  ; (/)  maintenance  grants  in 
hostels  ; ( g ) assistance  to  unemployable  or  other  destitute  blind 
persons  ; (h)  registration  ; (j)  general  social  welfare  ; (k) 

miscellaneous. 

The  Blind  Persons’  Act,  1938,  provides  that  blind  persons 
will  be  entitled  to  old  age  pensions  at  the  age  of  40  and  also 
amends  the  law  in  regard  to  the  provision  of  assistance  to  blind 
persons  by  local  authorities. 

Registration. — The  present  position  of  the  register  of  blind 
persons  in  the  County  is  as  follows  : — 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

At  31st  December, 

1927 

191 

226 

417 

9 9 9 9 

1928 

211 

249 

460 

9 9 9 9 

1929 

213 

255 

468 

9 9 9 9 

1930 

207 

255 

462 

99  9 9 

1931 

212 

254 

466 

9 9 9 9 

1932 

205 

251 

456 

9 9 9 9 

1933 

202 

250 

452 

9 9 99 

1934 

202 

246 

448 

99  99 

1935 

239 

271 

510 

99  99 

1936 

249 

291 

540 

99  99 

1937 

272 

315 

587 

99  9 9 

1938  . 

285 

348 

633 

During  1938  there  were 

added 

to  the 

register  94  blind 

persons,  compared  with  98  last  year,  39  males  and  55  females. 
The  number  removed  from  the  register  during  the  year  was  48, 

of  which  26  were  males  and  22 

were 

females  ; 

158  cases  are  at 

present  receiving  grants  from  the  County  Council,  88  males  and 
70  females. 

I am  indebted  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Hertfordshire  Society 
for  the  Blind  for  the  following  information  regarding  the  work 
in  connection  with  the  blind  during  the  year. 

I have  to  report  again  a large  nett  increase  in  the  number 
of  blind  registered  in  Hertfordshire.  This  year  there  were  94 
new  cases,  as  against  98  last  year,  a nett  increase  of  46  against  47. 
Twenty-two  new  cases  were  transferred  from  other  counties. 

One  child  was  born  blind  as  the  result  of  Congenital  Cataract  ; 
and  one  child  under  five,  who  was  a mental  defective,  died 
during  the  period. 

There  are  now  thirteen  children  under  sixteen,  blind  or 
with  very  defective  sight,  in  special  schools  for  the  blind. 
Twelve  adults  are  training  in  institutions  and  one  girl,  over 
sixteen,  is  in  a secondary  school. 

The  average  age  of  the  blind  population  continues  to  rise 
and,  consequently,  the  work  of  the  Home  Teachers  for  the 
Blind  grows  in  importance,  as  few  blind  people  can  carry  on 
any  kind  of  occupation  without  their  help.  I11  spite  of  the 
excessive  number  of  cases  to  each  Home  Teacher  it  has  been 
possible  to  give  1,339  lessons  in  1938,  a record  of  at  least  300 
over  any  previous  year.  Partly,  this  has  been  made  possible 
by  the  help  of  a voluntary  worker  but,  chiefly,  it  is  through 
the  unflagging  and  devoted  energy  of  the  Home  Teachers. 

The  most  recent  report  on  blind  work  recommends  that 
a Home  Teacher  should  have  no  more  than  100  cases  in  town, 
or  80  in  the  country.  The  average  in  Hertfordshire  is  155  to 
each  Teacher,  and  about  a half  are  country  cases.  In  addition, 
the  defective  sight  cases  under  observation  are  approximately 
80  to  each  Home  Teacher. 
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The  Council’s  grant  towards  administration  and  Home 
Teaching  now  amounts  to  £i  6s.  8 \d.  per  head  of  the  blind 
population,  and  is  probably  the  cheapest  service  to  the  blind 
maintained  by  any  authority.  The  actual  cost  of  office  adminis- 
tration is  £i  5 s.  5 d.  per  head  of  the  blind  population,  or  io  per 
cent  of  the  funds  administered,  and  towards  this  the  apportion- 
ment of  County  Council  grant  is  now  only  ys.  id.  per  head. 

The  Society  has  again  raised  about  £i,6oo  in  the  past  year, 
and  under  some  difficulty.  The  Flag  Day  fixed  for  ist  October 
was  not  cancelled,  but  it  was  a source  of  great  anxiety  before- 
hand as  the  Society  depends  largely  on  the  proceeds  to  double 
the  grant  made  by  the  County  Council  for  administration. 

Another  Recreational  Centre,  at  Hemel  Hempstead,  is 
about  to  open.  The  social  afternoons  at  the  eight  Centres  are 
not  only  enjoyable,  but  give  the  blind  a sense  of  solidarity, 
which  is  very  desirable. 

Through  lack  of  staff  we  have  not  yet  been  able  to  start 
one  or  two  small  Centres  for  the  deaf-blind  but,  whenever  the 
opportunity  comes,  we  hope  to  increase  our  efforts  on  their 
behalf.  We  have  sent  three  deaf-blind  cases  to  the  Clinic  for 
Aural  Aid  at  University  College  Hospital,  which  offers  an 
exceedingly  useful  examination. 

The  upkeep  of  wireless  sets  becomes  heavier  each  year 
now  that  the  crystals  have  all  been  replaced.  We  anticipate 
a fall,  however,  when  battery  sets  give  place  to  mains  sets. 

We  have  bought  goods  to  the  value  of  £260  from  our  blind 
workers,  who  receive  the  money  for  their  work  immediately 
it  is  completed.  The  method  of  trading  which  the  Society  has 
adopted  is  almost  unique,  we  believe,  among  blind  organizations, 
and  is  of  great  value  in  stimulating  the  skill  and  enthusiasm 
of  workers  of  all  grades.  There  are  practically  no  overhead 
expenses  on  our  sales,  and  we  only  deal  in  the  produce  of  the 
county  blind. 

The  large  band  of  voluntary  workers  organized  by  the 
Society  is  up  to  the  required  strength,  in  spite  of  the  increased 
demand  on  voluntary  help  which  National  Service  is  making. 

V 

MENTAL  DEFICIENCY. 

The  number  of  cases  reported  with  a view  to  investigation 
as  to  whether  they  were  mentally  defective  within  the  meaning  of 
the  Acts  was  158,  compared  with  132  last  year.  Of  this  number, 
104  were  found  to  be  mentally  defective  and  10  were  epileptic 
with  associated  mental  defect. 
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Table  14  gives  the  results  of  the  examination  of  the  158 
cases  referred  for  examination,  with  particulars  as  to  the  con- 
dition and  grade  of  defect.  Of  the  158  cases  reported,  90  were 
males  and  68  were  females,  while  19  were  above  the  age  of  21, 
and  139  were  below  that  age.  Of  these  cases,  108  were  from 
urban  districts  and  50  from  rural  districts. 

In  the  table  given  below  will  be  found  particulars  of  the  type 
of  defect  found  in  the  cases  examined.  Of  the  158  cases  examined, 
104  were  returned  as  mentally  defective,  the  largest  group, 
namely  29,  being  males  under  the  age  of  21  who  were  feeble- 
minded. The  number  of  females  in  this  group  was  25.  Of  the 
total  number  examined,  54  were  found  not  to  be  mentally 
defective  within  the  meaning  of  the  Acts,  the  largest  number  of 
these,  namely  34,  being  returned  as  dull  and  backward. 


Table  14. 

Particulars  as  to  Type  of  Mental  Defect. 


• 

Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Under  21. 

Over  21. 

Under  21. 

Over  21. 

Idiots 

• 

— 

2 

2 



4 

Imbeciles  . 

• 

15 

7 

6 

1 

29 

Feeble-minded  . 

• 

29 

3 

25 

4 

61 

Feeble-minded  and  Epileptic 

4 

— 

3 

— 

7 

Imbecile  Epileptic 

• 

2 

— 

1 

— 

3 

Physically  Defective  . 

a 

5 

— . 

6 

— 

11 

Dull  and  Backward  . 

a 

19 

— _ 

15 

— 

34 

Doubtful  . 

• 

3 

1 

4 

1 

9 

Totals  . 

• 

77 

13 

62 

6 

153 

Table  15. 

Particulars  as  to  Circumstances  and  Procedure  Adopted. 


Males. 

Females. 

Total. 

Sent  to  Certified  Institution  or  placed  under 

Guardianship  (including  cases  reported  in  1937) 

23 

14 

37 

Referred  to  Education  Committee  . 

36 

25 

61 

Under  proper  care,  no  action  desired  by  parents, 

able  to  work,  or  no  action  taken  . 

17 

11 

28 

On  waiting  list  ...... 

18 

14 

32 

Totals  ...... 

94 

64 

158 

23 


Institution  Accommodation . — During  the  year  37  cases  were 
sent  to  Ceil  Barnes  or  were  placed  under  guardianship,  as  against 
48  so  dealt  with  in  1937.  Of  the  37  cases  thus  dealt  with  23 
were  males  and  14  females.  The  number  of  mental  defectives  in 
the  certified  accommodation  at  ' ‘ Shrodells ' ' at  the  end  of  the 
year  was  11,  eight  males  and  three  females. 

At  the  end  of  the  year  39  cases  were  resident  in  the  certified 
accommodation  at  the  Bishop's  Stortford  Institution.  In  addition 
two  cases  were  away  from  the  Institution  on  leave  on  ‘ ‘ licence  ' ' . 
Included  in  the  39  cases  21  were  Hertfordshire  cases,  of  whom 
five  were  on  leave  on  ‘ ‘ licence  ' ’ from  Cell  Barnes  Colony  and 
five  were  from  the  Royal  Eastern  Counties  Institution. 

A new  departure  has  been  made  in  the  appointment  of  a 
mental  welfare  worker  who  will  also  undertake  the  duties  of 
Petitioning  Officer  and  be  responsible  for  the  supervision  of  cases 
under  guardianship,  and  cases  out  on  licence  from  institutions  or 
under  statutory  supervision.  By  the  appointment  of  such  an 
officer  it  will  be  possible  to  keep  more  closely  in  touch  with 
defectives  in  their  homes.  The  officer  will  also  be  in  a position  to 
exercise  influence  for  good  on  the  environmental  conditions  of 
the  defective  and  to  maintain  contact  with  the  friends  of  the 
defective. 

Guardianship . — During  the  year,  one  additional  case  was 
placed  under  guardianship,  the  same  as  last  year.  At  the  present 
time  there  are  65  under  guardianship  in  the  County,  of  which  43 
are  Hertfordshire  cases  and  22  are  out-county  cases. 

Home  Supervision. — The  number  of  defectives  to  whom 
visits  were  paid  by  the  nurses  during  1938  was  320,  the  same  as 
last  year,  and  the  number  of  visits  paid  to  their  homes  was  2,030. 
Of  the  320  defectives  173  were  males  and  147  were  females,  and 
of  the  2,030  visits  1,071  were  paid  to  males  and  959  to  females. 
During  the  year  159  forms  giving  particulars  regarding  the  home 
conditions  and  circumstances  of  the  defectives  were  forwarded  to 
the  County  Medical  Officer,  compared  with  175  last  year. 

PUBLIC  ASSISTANCE. 

The  work  in  connection  with  Public  Assistance  has  now 
come  to  occupy  a very  important  position  in  the  Public  Health 
scheme  of  the  County  Council.  It  provides  subsistence  to  those 
who  are  in  actual  want,  and  if  a wider  view  is  taken  it  supple- 
ments assistance  which  is  given  to  those  who  by  reason  of 
infirmity  or  disease  are  in  greater  need  of  help  to  obtain  those 
necessities  of  life  which  are  essential  to  combat  disease. 
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Especially  in  the  case  of  the  growing  child  and  the  young  adult 
the  help  given  under  various  activities  of  the  Public  Assistance 
Scheme  exercises  a definite  influence  in  maintaining  health  and  in 
promoting  the  Public  Health  Welfare  of  the  County.  The  provision 
which  is  now  made  in  the  Public  Assistance  Institutions  in  the 
County  for  the  treatment  of  the  acutely  ill,  for  the  chronic  sick 
and  for  the  care  of  maternity  cases  and  young  children  contribute 
in  their  several  ways  to  the  raising  of  the  standard  of  health  in 
the  County  in  the  twofold  aspect  of  prevention  and  treatment,  and 
one  can  visualize  in  the  future  an  increased  scope  for  Public 
Assistance  in  relation  to  the  prevention  of  disease.  The  old  con- 
ception of  the  Poor  Law  as  assistance  to  those  in  want  is  being 
replaced  by  a broader  view,  namely,  assistance  which  is  called 
for  to  conserve  resistance  and  prevent  those  diseases  which  are 
the  result  of  impaired  nutrition.  The  wide  application  of  such  a 
preventative  measure  can  best  be  carried  out  on  practical  lines  by 
the  Public  Assistance  Department  of  a Public  Health  Authority. 

Extensions  and  Improvements. 

Each  year  sees  some  advance  by  way  of  extensions  or 
improvements  in  the  Public  Assistance  provision  in  the  County. 
The  increasing  population  in  the  County  and  the  fact  that  there  is 
an  ever-increasing  popular  demand  for  using  the  services  provided 
by  Public  Assistance  make  it  necessary  to  have  the  question  of 
the  accommodation  provided  in  Public  Assistance  Institutions  for 
various  types  of  disease  and  ill-health  constantly  under  review. 
The  necessity  for  maintaining  the  standard  of  efficiency  as  regards 
facilities  for  treatment  also  calls  for  the  provision  of  or  replace- 
ment by  new  equipment. 

Extensions  and  improvements  which  have  been  under  con- 
sideration or  have  been  provided  during  the  year  include  the 
following  : — 

Wellhouse  Hospital,  Barnet. — Further  consideration  has  been 
given  to  the  provision  of  the  new  Receiving  Ward  and  the 
extensions  to  the  Nurses'  House  and  Maids’  Home.  As  the  new 
Receiving  Ward  will  be  used  as  First  Aid  Posts  its  adaption  for 
this  purpose  has  had  to  be  arranged.  New  and  greatly  improved 
office  accommodation  has  now  been  provided  for  the  Medical 
Superintendent  and  Steward.  The  necessary  action  has  also  been 
taken  to  provide  a new  house  for  the  Senior  Assistant  Medical 
Officer.  The  additional  medical  equipment  provided  during  the 
year  included  a new  25  horse  power  Vauxhall  Ambulance  and  a 
mobile  X-ray  Unit. 

Shrodells,  Watford. — A scheme  of  further  extension  has 
been  adopted.  The  scheme  will  provide  for  60  additional  beds  for 
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semi-chronic  and  chronic  cases;  30  beds  for  sick  children  and 
extensions  to  the  Nurses'  Home  to  provide  for  20  additional 
nurses.  The  adaptation  of  part  of  the  basement  of  the  patients' 
block  for  use  as  a First  Aid  Post  is  also  being  arranged. 

Oster  House,  St.  Albans. — A new  laundry  has  been  provided. 

Chalkdell  House,  Hitchin. — Arrangements  have  been  com- 
pleted for  the  erection  of  a new  Infirmary  Block  for  60  patients; 
for  the  extension  of  the  Nurses'  Home  and  for  the  provision  of  a 
new  Mortuary.  Approval  has  also  been  given  to  the  provision 
of  an  Ambulance  at  this  Institution ; this  will  greatly  facilitate  the 
admission  of  patients  and  where  necessary  their  transfer  to  other 
institutions.  The  new  adaptation  of  the  small  maternity  unit 
with  the  provision  of  a labour  room  and  the  necessary  new 
equipment  will  shortly  be  completed. 

Well  field  Institution,  Hatfield. — A new  Nurses'  Home  with 
accommodation  for  twelve  nurses  is  being  provided  and  certain 
old  outside  buildings  have  been  demolished. 

Hay  meads.  Bishop's  Stortford. — Improvements  in  the 
softening  plant  have  been  installed. 

Western  House,  Ware. — The  question  of  the  crowded  con- 
ditions which  have  occurred  in  this  Institution,  especially  during 
the  winter  months,  have  been  under  review  and  the  necessary 
action  to  obviate  this  will  in  due  course  be  considered  by  the 
Public  Assistance  Committee. 

Consulting  Medical  Staff. 

One  of  the  advances  which  has  been  made  in  connection 
with  the  Public  Assistance  Service  is  the  provision  of  a Consulting 
Medical  Staff,  the  members  of  which  can  be  called  upon  to  give 
assistance  by  their  expert  advice  in  difficult  cases.  This  provision 
alone  raises  the  service  in  relation  to  the  treatment  of  diseased 
conditions  in  certain  Public  Assistance  Institutions  to  the  level  of 
that  provided  in  the  larger  Voluntary  Hospitals.  Indeed,  it  is 
probably  true  to  say  that  it  is  easier  to  obtain  the  benefit  of  a 
Consultant's  opinion  in  a Public  Assistance  Hospital  in  the 
County  than  it  is  in  a Voluntary  Hospital. 

The  Consulting  Staff  consists  of  two  Consulting  Surgeons, 
Consulting  Physician,  Consulting  Physician  for  Mental  Dis- 
orders, Consulting  Ophthalmic  Surgeon  and  Consulting  Surgeon 
for  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat  diseases.  The  following  is  a summary 
of  the  visits  paid  by  members  of  the  Consulting  Medical  Staff 
during  the  year : — 

Dr.  Segar. — Fourteen  visits  to  Public  Assistance  Institutions; 
at  seven  of  these  visits  major  operations  were  performed. 
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Dr.  Segar  comments  on  the  value  of  the  contact  and  co-operation 
with  the  Medical  Officer  at  Haymeads  and  Oster  House. 

Dr.  Blaxland  Levick. — Fifty-eight  visits  to  Public 
Assistance  Institutions.  Dr.  Levick  states  that  several  patients 
were  seen  at  each  visit  and  that  the  medical  arrangements  were 
entirely  satisfactory  in  every  way  at  each  institution  he  visited. 

Dr.  Kimber,  Consulting  Physician  in  Mental  Diseases,  and 
his  deputy  paid  20  visits  to  Public  Assistance  Institutions  during 
which  a total  of  38  patients  were  seen.  One  patient  only  was 
seen  at  ten  of  the  visits,  in  most  cases  at  the  request  of  the  Medical 
Officer,  but  three  to  five  were  seen  on  the  other  ten  occasions. 
Dr.  Kimber  comments  on  the  value  of  such  visits  in  the  special 
advice  which  they  provide  as  to  treatment  and  the  disposal  of 
cases. 

Mr.  Jory,  Consulting  Surgeon  for  Ear,  Nose  and  Throat 
Diseases,  paid  seven  visits  to  Shrodells  Institution  to  deal  with 
complications  of  mastoid  disease  or  to  see  members  of  the  Nursing 
Staff.  He  has  also  seen  several  patients  from  Wellhouse  Hospital 
at  the  Out-Patients’  Department  of  St.  George's  Hospital. 

Mr.  Milner,  Consulting  Ophthalmic  Surgeon,  has  paid  five 
visits  to  three  institutions  in  the  County,  namely  Wellhouse 
Hospital,  Shrodells  and  Wellfield.  One  of  the  patients  at  Well- 
held  has  been  transferred  to  Wellhouse  Hospital  and  will  shortly 
have  an  operation  for  cataract. 

Mr.  McClure,  Consulting  Surgeon  at  Shrodells,  performed 
79  operations  at  that  Institution. 

In  reviewing  the  work  of  the  Consulting  Medical  Staff  during 
the  year  it  has  been  noted  that  while  some  Institutions  take  full 
advantage,  when  necessary,  of  the  advice  provided  other  institu- 
tions appear  to  be  slow  or  reluctant  to  call  in  the  services  of  a 
Consultant.  In  cases  of  doubt  and  in  special  cases  such  as 
patients  with  mental  disorder,  disease  of  the  eye,  complications 
arising  in  connection  with  ear  disease,  etc.,  the  value  of  expert 
advice  in  regard  to  treatment  must  be  emphasized. 

Medical  Service  at  Institutions. 

The  routine  medical  service  at  Institutions  is  carried  out  by 
Resident  and  Visiting  Medical  Officers.  Wellhouse  Hospital  has 
a complete  Resident  Staff  and  Shrodells  and  Oster  House  have 
Resident  Assistant  Medical  Officers,  and  the  appointment  of  such 
officers  for  these  two  institutions  has  proved  definitely  of  value 
in  relation  to  treatment  and  medical  administration. 

The  extent  of  the  surgical  work  carried  out  at  four  of  the 
Institutions  in  the  County  is  shown  by  the  figures  in  the  following 
table  : — 
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Institution. 

1937 

1938 

Maj  or 
Operations 

Minor 

Operations 

Maj  or 
Operations 

Minor 

Operations 

Hay  meads 

52 

64 

58 

66 

Oster  House  . 

41 

82 

62 

154 

Shrodells 

219 

71 

240 

100 

Wellhouse 

658 

425 

543 

559 

Totals 

970 

642 

903 

879 

The  following  additional  particulars  in  respect  of  Wellhouse 
Hospital,  which  is  the  largest  and  most  up-to-date  Public 
Assistance  Hospital  in  the  County,  are  of  interest  : — 

Number  of  Operations  performed  by  Consultants  . . 5 

Number  of  Operations  performed  by  Medical  Superin- 
tendent ........  458 

Number  of  Operations  performed  by  other  members  of 

the  Medical  Staff  ......  639 

Number  of  Anaesthetics  administered  by  Dr.  Elam  . . 583 

Number  of  Operations  on  Hertfordshire  Patients  . . 882 

Number  of  Operations  on  Middlesex  Patients  . . 220 

Number  of  Patients  to  whom  gas  and  air  was  administered  358 

District  Medical  Services. 

So  far  as  information  is  available  the  standard  of  service 
given  by  District  Medical  Officers  is  satisfactory  in  character. 
Changes  in  the  personnel  of  the  service  must  inevitably  take  place 
from  time  to  time  either  in  consequence  of  new  appointments  or 
to  meet  the  requirements  of  increasing  population.  The  following 
changes  have  been  made  in  the  service  during  the  year.  The 
East  Barnet  District,  which  owing  to  the  rapidly  increased 
population  during  recent  years  had  called  for  much  more  onerous 
service,  has  been  divided  into  two  districts:  Dr.  Elam  continues 
as  Medical  Officer  for  No.  1 (North)  District  and  Dr.  Collingwood 
has  been  appointed  as  Medical  Officer  for  No.  2 (South)  District. 
Dr.  Brian  Stanley  has  been  appointed  District  Medical  Officer  for 
Braughing  and  Ware  No.  1 District,  and  Dr.  Carey  Coaker  for 
Hitchin  No.  2 District.  The  appointment  of  Dr.  Wood,  who  was 
appointed  temporarily  for  Watford  No.  2 District,  has  been  made 
a permanent  one. 

The  Nursing  Service. 

The  Public  Assistance  Nursing  Service  embraces  two  depart- 
ments, namely  institutional  and  domiciliary.  Difficulties  in 
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securing  an  adequate  permanent  nursing  staff  in  some  of  the 
institutions  present  a real  problem  which  has  had  to  be  met  by 
Ihe  appointment  of  temporary  nurses.  The  difficulty  has  been 
increased  by  the  adoption  of  the  96  hours  per  fortnight  regime  at 
some  institutions,  and  it  is  hoped  that  it  will  be  possible  to  adopt 
it  at  all  institutions  at  an  early  date.  The  possibility  of  adopting 
some  means  of  encouraging  young  girls  to  look  favourably  upon 
nursing  as  a vocation  in  life  has  been  considered  during  the  year. 
There  is  reason  to  believe  that  more  recruits  for  the  nursing 
profession  could  be  obtained  if  the  attention  of  young  girls  were 
drawn  to  the  possibilities  and  advantages  of  service  as  nurses 
under  the  County  Council  before  they  leave  school  to  seek 
employment.  It  is  suggested  that  increased  interest  in  the  nursing 
profession  would  be  created  if  routine  instruction  were  given  in 
first-aid,  home  nursing  and  hygiene  to  older  girls  as  part  of  the 
school  curriculum  during  their  last  two  years  at  school.  Technical 
instruction  of  this  character  v/ould  be  of  real  practical  value. 

Attention  should  be  directed  to  a measure  in  successful 
operation  at  Bishop's  Stortford,  Hitchin,  Hemel  Hempstead  and 
St.  Albans  whereby  a small  number  of  particularly  elegible  young 
girls  receive  early  training  in  nursing  fitting  them  to  become 
Assistant  Nurses  and,  in  suitable  cases,  to  follow  on  to  the  full 
training  course  for  Certificated  Nurses.  There  are  approved 
training  schools  at  Barnet  and  Watford. 

A new  departure  in  connection  with  institutional  nursing 
service  has  been  the  adoption  of  the  principle  of  providing 
facilities  during  an  experimental  period  of  one  year  for  the  train- 
ing of  refugee  nurses  fully  or  partially  trained  in  the  country  from 
which  they  come,  or  of  refugees  who  desire  to  become  trainees. 

An  interesting  ceremony  which  took  place  during  the  year 
was  the  presentation  by  the  Chairman  of  the  Committee  of  long 
service,  silver  and  bronze  medals  and  of  badges  to  nurses  who 
had  served  twenty,  ten  and  five  years  respectively  in  the  Public 
Assistance  Institutions. 

The  domiciliary  nursing  service  is  carried  out  by  the  nurses 
of  the  District  Nursing  Associations  for  which  a grant  is  paid  to 
and  distributed  by  the  County  Nursing  Association.  This 
arrangement  provides  that  persons  who  are  in  receipt  of  relief 
and  are  also  in  poor  health,  including  the  aged  and  helpless  who 
reside  with  friends,  can  be  nursed  and  cared  for  by  the  district 
nurses  free  of  cost.  It  provides,  with  the  District  Medical  Service, 
that  no  person  in  poor  circumstances  will  be  without  care  and 
attention.  During  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1939,  the  nurses 
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of  the  District  Nursing  Associations  visited  239  cases  and  the 
number  of  visits  which  the  nurses  paid  to  these  cases  was  10,597. 

The  Medical  Care  of  Vagrants. 

The  regular  medical  examination  of  vagrants  and  the  treat- 
ment of  those  suffering  from  illness  or  disease  is  an  important 
Public  Health  measure.  Experience  has  shown  that  the  move- 
ments of  population  are  liable  to  give  rise  to  the  spread  of  certain 
forms  of  disease.  The  spread  of  infectious  disease  and  the 
difficulty  of  controlling  it  among  the  vagrant  class  was  shown  by 
an  outbreak  of  smallpox,  fortunately  of  a mild  type,  in  1928. 
Since  the  introduction  of  the  scheme  of  medical  examination  of 
vagrants  cases  of  tuberculosis  have  been  more  frequently 
detected.  Cases  of  heart  disease,  of  general  debility  and  of  other 
diseased  conditions  are  also  more  frequently  discovered  and 
receive  appropriate  treatment. 

Accommodation  . 

The  following  table  shows  the  existing  accommodation  in  the 
County  Institutions  : — 


Sick  Wards. 

Other  Wards. 

Institution. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Men. 

Women. 

Children. 

Total. 

Barnet 



- — 



110 

81 

30 

221 

,,  Wellhouse 

Hospital 

113 

181 

32 

— 

— 

— \ 

„ Maternity 

23 

372 

Unit 

— 

23 

— 

— 

,,  Isolation 

Unit 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

- ) 

12 

Hatfield 

Bishop’s 

— 

53 

9 

3 

17 

— 

73 

Stortford 

79 

86 

59 

77 

11 

321 

Hemel  Hempstead 

59 

51 

12 

73 

49 

— 

244 

Hitchin 

40 

68 

4 

70 

50 

26 

258 

Ware 

Infirm  Ward 

41 

28 

41 

22 

} 3 

68 

51 

& 

10 

264 

St.  Albans 
Maternity  Unit 

60 

79 

14 

25  \ 
14  / 

64 

40 

16 

312 

Watford  . 

142 

157 

14 

133 

102 

30 

578 

Total 

562 

775 

136 

580 

467 

123 

2,655 

Under  agreement  with  Voluntary  Hospitals  : — 

Hertford  County  Hospital  .......  50 

Bishop’s  Stortford  Hospital  . . . . ...  20 

North  Herts  & South  Beds  Hospital  .....  22 


Grand  total 


. 2,747 
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EPIDEMIC  DISEASES. 

The  death-rate  from  epidemic  disease  for  1938  was  0-07 
compared  with  0-06  last  year.  The  total  number  of  deaths  from 
epidemic  disease  for  1938  was  35,  compared  with  31  last  year. 

The  death-rate  from  epidemic  disease  was  again  slightly 
higher  in  urban  than  in  rural  districts.  The  highest  rate  reached 
was  0-45  (Tring).  In  seven  urban  and  nine  rural  districts  no 
death  from  epidemic  disease  occurred. 


Table  16. 

Death-rates  from  Epidemic  Diseases. 

(For  each  District  see  Table  17.) 


Hertfordshire. 

Urban. 

Rural. 

County. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate. 

Number. 

1936 

•10 

36 

•09 

11 

•10 

47 

1937 

•05 

20 

•08 

11 

•06 

31 

1938 

•08 

31 

•03 

4 

•07 

35 

It  will  be  seen  from  the  above  table  that  the  increase  in 
the  epidemic  death-rate  took  place  in  the  urban  districts  only. 
The  increase  was  due  to  a higher  figure  for  scarlet  fever, 
diphtheria  and  cerebro-spinal  fever. 

Smallpox. — There  were  no  cases  of  smallpox  notified  during 
the  year. 

Measles  and  Whooping-Cough. — The  number  of  deaths  from 
measles  during  the  year  was  nine  compared  with  ten  last  year. 
There  were  four  deaths  from  whooping-cough  compared  with 
eight  last  year,  three  in  urban  districts,  and  one  in  rural  districts. 

Scarlet  Fever.— There  were  861  notifications  of  scarlet  fever 
during  the  year  compared  with  778  notifications  last  year.  There 
were  six  deaths  from  scarlet  fever  during  the  year,  compared  with 
four  last  year.  The  largest  number  of  notifications  were  received 
from  the  urban  districts  of  Watford,  St.  Albans,  Barnet  and 
East  Barnet,  and  the  rural  districts  of  liatheld  and  St.  Albans. 

Influenza. — There  were  45  deaths  from  this  disease, 
compared  with  192  in  1937.  Of  this  number  31  occurred  in 
urban  districts  and  14  in  rural  districts.  These  figures  show  a 
considerable  decrease  in  the  deaths  from  this  disease. 


Table  17.— CHIEF  STATISTICS  OF  URBAN  AND  RURAL  DISTRICTS,  1938 

As  compared  with  those  for  1937  and  with  the  averages  for  ten  years  1911-1920  and  1921-1930. 


Districts 

Population 

Average 

Persons 

per 

Room, 

1931 

Birth-rate§ 

Death 

rate§ 

Infant 

Mortality|| 

Epii 

Mort 

)EMIC 

ALITY§ 

Di 

2ATH-R75 

Phth 

tTE  FROM 

ISIS§ 

Death-rate  frc 
Cancer§ 

)M 

H 

U 

By 

estimate, 

1938 

By 

Census, 

1931 

By 

Census, 

1921 

By 

Census, 

1911 

1938 

1937 

10 

years 

* 

10 

years 

t 

1938 

1937 

10 

years 

* 

10 

years 

t 

1938 

1937 

10 

years 

* 

10 

years 

t 

1938 

1937 

1938 

1937 

10 

years 

* 

10 

years 

t 

1938 

1937 

10 

years 

* 

10 

years 

t 

& 

H 

cn 

5 

URBAN.  Summary 

358,105 

280,977 

230,696 

211,183 

•72 

15-3 

14-9 

16-1 

18-0 

9-8 

10- 1 

10-4 

11-6 

l35 

38 

46 

67 

•08 

•05 

•40 

•39 

•6 

•8 

I"6 

1-5 

1 -4 

1-2 

Urban 

1 Baldock 

3,S29 

3,170 

2,518 

2,338 

•73 

18-8 

14-5 

16-1 

19-9 

12-0 

10-0 

13-2 

14-8 

27 

— 

47 

85 

•52 

— 

■26 

•26 

•6 

•9 

2-6 

1-8 

1 -7 

1-2 

1 

2 Barnet 

21,320 

14,726 

11,772 

11,335 

•71 

15-2 

15-3 

15-1 

16-5 

9-1 

9-7 

10-9 

111 

30 

25 

49 

67 

•04 

•09 

•23 

•24 

•5 

■5 

1-6 

1-5 

1-5 

1 -4 

2 

3 Berkhamsted 

10,250 

S.052 

7,292 

7,302 

•70 

10-3 

10-9 

15-0 

16-0 

10-4 

9-8 

11-2 

12-6 

47 

36 

50 

62 

— 

•09 

•39 

■29 

•7 

•6 

1-6 

1-4 

1-4 

Dl 

3 

4 Bishop’s  Stortford 

10,960 

9,510 

8,858 

8,721 

•71 

13-9 

13-5 

13-9 

16-8 

11-2 

11-5 

11-6 

12-7 

32 

34 

50 

76 

•27 

•09 

•45 

•55 

•6 

•6 

1-7 

1-6 

D5 

1 -3 

4 

5 Bushev 

12,550 

11,245 

8,088 

6,978 

■70 

11-8 

12-1 

14-2 

15-3 

9-0 

9-2 

9-2 

9-6 

20 

26 

51 

59 

— 

[ 

•15 

•56 

•5 

•6 

1-7 

•88 

1 -3 

Dl 

5 

6 Cheshunt 

16,940 

14,656 

13,628 

12,954 

•84 

18-3 

18-1 

17-5 

20-8 

10-2 

10-5 

9-8 

11-6 

38 

50 

45 

71 

•05 

•06 

•47 

•24 

•6 

•8 

11 

1-3 

Dl 

DO 

6 

7 Chorleywood 

3,719 

3,295 

2,444 

1,947 

•61 

9-1 

10-8 

14-3 

— 

9-9 

10-5 

9-5 

— 

53 

55 

— 

— 

Bi 

•26 

•85 

•5 

— 

1-8 

1-9 

Dl 

— 

7 

8 East  Barnet 

32,830 

18,549 

13,514 

12,381 

•70 

17-7 

15-3 

16-2 

16-8 

7-9 

9-3 

9-6 

9-8 

23 

46 

49 

48 

•06 

•03 

•51 

•28 

•4 

•6 

1-3 

1-3 

1 • 3 

Dl 

8 

9 Harpenden 

11,490 

8,349 

6,738 

6,172 

•63 

12-1 

13-6 

11-5 

14-6 

9-0 

10-3 

9-3 

10-2 

35 

26 

37 

51 

— 

— 

•17 

•08 

•4 

■6 

2-0 

2-0 

1-4 

1-3 

9 

10  Hemel  Hempstead 

18.S60 

15,119 

13,826 

12,888 

•73 

13  5 

14-3 

15-5 

20-3 

9-4 

9-3 

10-7 

12-9 

42 

41 

41 

60 

•05 

•05 

•31 

•37 

•4 

1-0 

1-0 

1-1 

1-3 

Dl 

10 

1 11  Hertford 

12,970 

11,378 

10,702 

10,670 

•75 

13-8 

11-6 

15-6 

19-1 

10-7 

10-4 

11-6 

13-8 

67 

66 

47 

78 

— 

•07 

•38 

■07 

•6 

•9 

1-9 

1-9 

1-4 

1-7 

11 

12  Hitchin 

17,250 

14,383 

13,525 

12,497 

•73 

16-6 

16-5 

16-3 

19-7 

10-5 

11-4 

11-8 

13-2 

48 

43 

61 

67 

•05 

— 

•34 

■11 

•5 

•7 

2-2 

2-7 

1 -4 

1-3 

12 

13  Hoddesdon 

11,950 

6,811 

5,409 

5,196 

•72 

15-5 

15-6 

17-0 

18-3 

10-1 

12-5 

12-2 

131 

26 

75 

50 

70 

— 

— 

•25 

•50 

•3 

1-0 

1-9 

1 -5 

1 -5 

1 -6 

13 

14  Letchworth 

15,990 

14,454 

10,302 

5,324 

•78 

15-5 

13-9 

17-3 

— 

9-0 

10-0 

8-1 

— 

40 

27 

45 

— 

•06 

— 

•43 

•44 

•5 

— 

1 -3 

1-3 

DO 

— 

14 

15  Rickmansworth  . 

18,700 

10,809 

7,982 

7,227 

•72 

20-1 

17-9 

18-3 

18-4 

7-7 

61 

10-9 

100 

21 

32 

44 

65 

•05 

•11 

•26 

•28 

■5 

•7 

•69 

■98 

•9 

■9 

15 

16  Rovston 

3,885 

3,831 

3,826 

3,985 

•65 

11-8 

121 

13-3 

15-6 

10-5 

13-9 

12-8 

130 

43 

21 

48 

74 

— 

•50 

•25 

— 

•4 

1-0 

3-3 

3-6 

1-9 

1-4 

16 

17  St.  Albans  . 

36,200 

28,624 

25,593 

24,120 

•70 

14-4 

14-7 

14-4 

17-6 

10-1 

11-1 

10-8 

11-6 

42 

39 

55 

65 

• ii 

• ; — 

•38 

•61 

•6 

•7 

2-1 

1-7 

1 -4 

1 • 2 

17 

) 18  Sawbridgeworth  . 

3,055 

2,604 

2,296 

2,304 

•72 

10-4 

11-6 

16-5 

17-0 

10-1 

14-7 

10-5 

13-5 

— 

114 

56 

76 

— 

■33 

— 

— 

•2 

■6 

1-3 

1-6 

Dl 

•7 

18 

| 19  Stevenage  . 

5,637 

5,476 

5,038 

4,856 

■71 

11-7 

14-1 

16-4 

19-1 

11-5 

11-2 

10-7 

11-6 

30 

25 

49 

63 

— 

— 

•70 

•17 

•2 

■6 

1-2 

2-2 

1-2 

Dl 

19 

1 20  Tring 

4,430 

4,364 

4,345 

4,481 

•68 

14-4 

15-7 

16-6 

18-9 

12-6 

13-2 

13-1 

13-2 

31 

14 

33 

54 

•45 

— 

! 

•22 

•6 

•7 

2-4 

1-7 

1 -8 

1-4 

20 

1 21  Ware 

7,450 

6,181 

5,949 

5,842 

•82 

17-0 

141 

18-6 

19-6 

10-3 

11-6 

11-8 

13-3 

15 

48 

44 

69 

— 

— 

■93 

1-07 

•6 

•7 

1-8 

•93 

1 -2 

Dl 

21 

22  Watford  . 

65,690 

56,805 

46,284 

41,203 

•77 

15-2 

14-9 

16-8 

18-0 

10-5 

9-7 

9-7 

10-7 

41 

29 

50 

73 

•14 

•06 

•56 

■60 

•7 

•9 

1-6 

1-3 

1-2 

DO 

22 

23  Welwyn  Gdn.  City 

12,150 

8,586 

767 

462 

•76 

19-5 

21-4 

— 

— 

7-4 

7-2 

— 

— 

37 

49 

— 

— 

•16 

— 

•32 

•17 

— 

— 

1-3 

1-2 

— 

— 

23 

RURAL.  Summary 

127,395 

120,229 

102,499 

100,101 

•77 

14-7 

13-8 

14-8 

18-2 

9-7 

10-2 

10-3 

11-6 

35 

36 

45 

58 

■03 

•08 

•34 

•32 

•5 

•7 

1-5 

1-5 

1 -3 

1 • 2 

Rural 

1 Barnet 

9,089 

6,400 

4,495 

4,074 

•75 

16-2 

130 

17-2 

19-3 

6-8 

7-2 

9-8 

9-6 

40 

33 

37 

51 

— 



•22 

•34 

•4 

•5 

1-2 

•99 

1 -3 

•8 

1 

2 Berkhamsted 

4,366 

5,378 

4,746 

4,707 

•71 

14-6 

13-8 

15-8 

17-2 

7-5 

12-4 

11-8 

131 

— 

34 

59 

69 

■ 

•23 

•45 

•23 

•7 

•5 

1-1 

1-8 

1 -5 

1 • 3 

2 

3 Braughing  . 

8,940 

13,594 

14,068 

14,762 

•66 

121 

10-9 

— 

— 

14-4 

14-9 

— 

— 

36 

82 

— 

— 

— 

•33 

•22 

•33 

— 

— 

2-3 

1-8 

— 

— 

3 

4 Hatfield 

16,500 

11,001 

8,431 

8,234 

•73 

18-4 

16-9 

17-8 

19-1 

8-3 

8-3 

9-5 

11-9 

26 

26 

39 

54 

•06 

— 

•60 

•19 

•4 

•8 

1-1 

1-2 

1 -3 

Dl 
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5 Hemel  Hempstead 

8,763 

8,270 

6,858 

6,565 

•73 

13-5 

13-5 

17-6 

18-9 

9-4 

10-2 

10-8 

12-7 

33 

34 

47 

54 

— 

— 

•45 

•57 

•4 

•7 

1-8 

1-5 

1-3 

1 • 2 

5 

6 Hertford 

6,991 

7,695 

7,204 

7,368 

•68 

11-8 

13-9 

15-6 

18-8 

10-0 

12-0 

11-0 

12-0 

48 

31 

42 

81 

— 

•14 

•71 

•28 

•4 

•5 

1-5 

1-2 

1 • 2 

1-2 

6 

7 Hitchin 

18,850 

14,593 

12,788 

12,506 

•70 

13-3 

12-3 

17-3 

20-4 

12-5 

12-0 

11-4 

10-9 

47 

47 

42 

58 

— 

■21 

•15 

•37 

■6 

•7 

2-2 

1-8 

1 -3 

Dl 

7 

8 St.  Albans  . 

21,030 

i 19,578 

14,533 

13,476 

•76 

15-1 

14-6 

14-9 

20-4 

8-8 

7-6 

8-1 

12-0 

25 

20 

46 

62 

•14 

•04 

•28 

■14 

•5 

•7 

1-4 

1-1 

DO 

DO 

8 

9 Ware 

9,614 

1 11,893 

11,419 

11,464 

•69 

14-8 

13-6 

16-1 

17-1 

11-3 

9-6 

12-0 

12-2 

48 

30 

42 

57 

— 

•10 

•62 

•31 

•6 

•7 

1-7 

DO 

1 -4 

1 -3 

9 

10  Watford 

19,255 

18,129 

15,454 

14,626 

•69 

14-3 

13-3 

12-2 

14-4 

7-9 

10-5 

7-7 

10-3 

29 

45 

39 

59 

— 

— 

•10 

•32 

•5 

•8 

•93 

2 • 1 

•9 

DO 

10 

1 1 1 Welwyn 

3,997 

| 3,698 

2,503 

2,319 

•68 

15-1 

14-9 

20-5 

17-0 

11-0 

12-9 

10-3 

10-2 

81 

50 

45 

37 

— 

— 

•50 

1-24 

•3 

•4 

2-0 

1 • 4 

1 -3 

Dl 

11 

County  Summary  . 

485,500 

401,206 

333,195 

311,284 

■68 

15-1 

14-6 

15-9 

18-1 

9-8 

10-1 

10-4 

11-6  ; 

35 

37 

47 

64 

•07 

•06  J 

•38 

•38 

•5 

•7  | 

1-6 

1 -5 

1 -3 

1-2 
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Diphtheria. — There  were  167  cases  of  diphtheria  notified 
during  the  year  compared  with  139  in  1937,  128  in  the  urban 
districts  and  39  in  the  rural  districts.  The  highest  number  of 
notifications  was  received  from  the  urban  districts  of  Watford, 
Welwyn  Garden  City,  St.  Albans  and  East  Barnet,  and  from 
the  rural  districts  of  Hatfield  and  Watford.  There  were  seven 
deaths  from  diphtheria  compared  with  two  last  year,  all  from 
urban  districts. 

Enteric  Fever  and  Paratyphoid  Fever. — The  total  number 
of  cases  of  enteric  fever,  including  typhoid  and  paratyphoid 
fever,  notified  during  the  year  was  16,  compared  with  12  last 
year.  Of  the  cases  of  enteric  fever,  11  were  notified  from  urban 
districts  and  five  from  rural  districts.  There  was  one  death  from 
this  disease  during  the  year. 

XTndulant  Fever. — There  were  three  cases  of  undulant  fever 
notified  during  the  year,  the  same  as  last  year. 

Puerperal  Fever. — Seventy-nine  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia, 
v/hich  now  includes  cases  of  puerperal  fever,  were  notified,  com- 
pared with  75  last  year,  69  in  urban  districts  and  10  in  rural 
districts.  The  largest  number  of  cases  of  puerperal  pyrexia 
notified  in  urban  districts  was  16  (Watford).  The  deaths  from 
puerperal  fever  numbered  four,  compared  with  five  last  year. 

Erysipelas.  — There  were  105  cases  of  erysipelas  notified 
during  the  year,  75  in  urban  districts,  and  30  in  rural  districts, 
compared  with  87  for  the  previous  year.  The  largest  number 
notified  in  the  urban  districts  was  14  (Barnet),  and  in  the  rural 
districts  11  (Hatfield). 

Meningococcal  Meningitis  and  Encephalitis  Letliargica. — 

There  were  nine  notifications  of  meningococcal  meningitis,  com- 
pared with  six  last  year,  all  in  urban  districts.  There  were  six 
deaths  from  this  disease  compared  with  two  last  year.  There  was 
one  notification  of  encephalitis  lethargica,  and  two  deaths  from 
this  disease  compared  with  five  last  year. 

Poliomyelitis  and  Polioencephalitis. — There  were  19  cases 
of  poliomyelitis  notified  during  the  year,  16  in  the  urban  districts 
and  3 in  the  rural  districts. 

Pneumonia  and  Broncho-pneumonia. — There  were  220  cases 
of  pneumonia,  including  all  forms,  notified  during  the  year  com- 
pared with  342  last  year,  the  number  of  deaths  from  this  cause 
being  223  compared  with  225  last  year.  There  were  161  deaths 
in  urban  districts  and  62  in  rural  districts.  There  were  30  deaths 
under  the  age  of  one  year. 
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Bronchitis. — The  number  of  deaths  from  bronchitis  was  131, 
compared  with  141  last  year.  The  number  of  deaths  in  urban 
districts  was  92,  and  in  rural  districts  39.  Of  the  total  number  of 
deaths  from  bronchitis  75  were  males  and  56  were  females.  There 
were  seven  deaths  from  bronchitis  under  the  age  of  twelve 
months,  compared  with  nine  last  year.  Of  the  131  deaths  from 
bronchitis  68  were  over  the  age  of  75 . 

Heart  Disease. — There  was  an  increase  in  the  number  of 
deaths  from  heart  disease,  which  was  1,325,  compared  with  1,283 
for  1937.  Of  the  total  number  989  were  in  urban  and  336  in  rural 
districts,  and  626  were  males  and  699  were  females,  the  increase 
affecting  both  sexes.  Of  the  1,325  deaths  625  were  over  the  age 
of  75- 

Other  Diseases. — The  number  of  deaths  from  acute  and 
chronic  Bright's  disease  was  99,  compared  with  128  last  year. 
The  number  of  deaths  from  cerebral  haemorrhage  was  238  com- 
pared with  258.  The  number  of  deaths  from  cirrhosis  of  the  liver 
was  10  as  compared  with  19  last  year.  The  deaths  from 
appendicitis  were  26  as  compared  with  22  last  year.  There  were 
75  deaths  from  diabetes  during  the  year,  60  in  urban  districts  and 
15  in  rural  districts.  Of  the  total  number  of  deaths  from  this 
disease  there  were  54  in  persons  over  the  age  of  65 . The  number 
of  deaths  from  violence  was  251,  including  49  deaths  from 
suicide. 

Other  Notifiable  Diseases. — During  the  year  six  cases  of 
dysentery  were  notified,  and  the  number  of  cases  of  ophthalmia 
neonatorum  notified  during  the  year  was  14,  compared  with  13 
last  year.  No  cases  of  malaria  were  notified. 

ISOLATION  HOSPITALS . 

The  question  of  isolation  hospital  accommodation  in  the 
County  will  assume  increased  importance  in  the  event  of  evacuees, 
especially  young  children  who  are  susceptible  to  various  infections 
being  received  into  the  County.  The  scheme  submitted  by  the 
County  Council  for  extended  isolation  hospital  accommodation 
under  Section  63  of  the  Local  Government  Act,  1929,  is  now  in 
operation  in  all  districts  of  the  area  with  the  exception  of  the 
Dacorum  area.  In  the  following  table  particulars  are  given  of  the 
existing  accommodation  available  in  the  six  districts  in  the  County 
for  cases  of  infectious  disease : — 


District. 

Barnet  Joint  Hospital  Board 


Hospital. 

Isolation  Hospital, 
Barnet. 


East  Herts  Joint  Hospital 
Board. 


North  Herts  Joint  Hospital 
Board. 

St.  Albans  Joint  Hospital 
Board. 

Watford  Joint  Hospital  Board 

West  Herts  District 

(Dacorum). 


Isolation  Hospital, 
Hertford. 

Isolation  Hospital, 
Cheshunt  (in  re- 
serve). 

Isolation  Hospital, 
Letchworth. 

Isolation  Hospital, 
St.  Albans. 

Isolation  Hospital, 
Watford. 

Isolation  Hospitals 
at  Hemel  Hemp- 
stead, Berkham- 
sted,  and  Tring. 


Accommodation. 

54  beds,  including  18 
cubicles  ; if  necessity 
arise  further  accommo- 
dation could  possibly  be 
provided. 

58  beds. 

34  beds. 


40,  maximum  56. 

85  beds. 

100,  could  increase  to  115 
beds. 

22  beds. 


The  total  number  of  beds  in  isolation  hospitals  at  present  in 
the  County  is  433,  which  gives  a ratio  of  approximately  one  bed 
per  1,000  of  population.  In  the  scheme  of  the  County  Council 
a system  of  pooling  these  beds  exists  which  provides  that  in  the 
event  of  one  hospital  being  crowded  patients  can  be  admitted  to 
any  of  the  other  isolation  hospitals  in  the  County  which  may  have 
vacant  accommodation.  Such  a system  of  pooling  accommoda- 
tion will  prove  of  value  in  the  event  of  evacuation  taking  place. 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  EXAMINATIONS. 

In  the  following  report,  for  which  I am  indebted  to 
Dr.  Kimber,  particulars  are  given  of  the  work  carried  out  during 
the  year  at  the  laboratory  at  Hill  End  Hospital  for  the  County 
Council  and  other  Authorities. 

This  year  does  not  show  a great  increase  in  the  number  of 
specimens  examined,  owing  to  the  fact  that  very  few  milk  samples 
were  received  during  the  second  quarter  of  the  year  while  adjust- 
ments were  being  made  in  the  county  for  compliance  with  the  new 
regulations  of  the  Ministries  of  Health  and  Agriculture. 

Certain  of  the  examinations  have  now  been  taken  over  by 
the  latter  Ministry  which  has  provided  its  own  Officers  for  the 
work. 

The  greatest  increase  in  the  County  work  has  been  in  the 
number  of  samples  of  water  received  for  examination.  There  is 
also  a gradual  increase  in  the  number  of  swabs  sent  in  for  the 
detection  of  haemolytic  streptococci. 

There  was  an  increase  of  243  examinations  in  those  under- 
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taken  for  Hill  End  Hospital  and  Clinic.  During  the  summer 
months  routine  Widal  examinations  for  paratyphoid  “ B ” were 
done  in  a whole  ward  on  the  female  side.  These  were  followed 
by  the  examination  of  the  stools  of  positive  reactors. 

The  result  was  the  detection  of  three  carriers.  These  have 
since  been  treated  by  a course  of  hexamine,  but  unfortunately 
this  did  not  effect  a permanent  cure.  At  present  drugs  of  the 
sulphanilamide  group  are  being  tried  on  these  patients,  but  it 
is  too  early  to  report  results.  Of  seventeen  restless  and  confused 
patients  whose  blood  bromide  estimations  were  done,  12  showed 
an  increased  bromide  content. 

SUMMARY  OF  WORK  UNDERTAKEN  FOR  THE  COUNTY  COUNCIL 
AND  OTHER  OUTSIDE  AUTHORITIES  DURING  THE  YEAR  1938. 

Sputum. 

For  T.B.  ..... 

For  organisms  other  than  T.B.  . 

For  T.B.  Culture  .... 

Swabs. 

For  K.L.B.  ..... 

For  haemolytic  streptococci 
For  meningococci  .... 

For  other  organisms 

Milks. 

Accredited  for  bacteriology 
Accredited  for  methylene  blue  test 
Pasteurised  for  bacteriology 

,,  for  phosphatase  test 
School  milks  for  bacteriology 

,,  ,,  ,,  methylene  blue  test 

Ordinary  milks  for  bacteriology 

,,  ,,  ,,  methylene  blue  test 

Milks  for  microscopy  for  tubercle  bacilli. 

School  milk  ..... 

Bulk  samples  other  than  school  milk  . 

Single  cow  samples  .... 

Biological  test  for  T.B. 

Bacteriology  of  milk  bottles 
Human  milk  for  analysis  . 

Urine. 

Routine  ...... 

Chemical  examination 
Microscopy  ..... 

For  culture  ..... 

For  T.B.  ..... 

Urea  clearance  test  .... 

Urea  concentration  .... 

Calculus  ...... 

Diastase  content  .... 

Urea  ...... 

Ascheim  Zondek  .... 


. 1,358 
16 
5 


723 

335 

14 

80 


1.241 

1.242 
71 
43 

131 

131 

239 

5 


131 

16 

16 

78 

9 

1 


17 

5 

88 

74 

23 

3 

1 

2 

2 

3 

3 
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Faeces. 

For  culture  ......  49 

For  occult  blood  . . . . . 31 

For  T.B 29 

Microscopy,  worms,  etc.  ....  3 

Fat  content  ......  2 

Pus. 

For  T.B 12 

For  organisms  and  culture  . . . 18 

Smears  for  organisms  . . . . 51 

Blood. 

Counts  . . . . . . .75 

Urea  per  cent  ......  69 

Sugar  (single  samples)  ....  23 

W.R 184 

Meinicke  ......  300 

Complement  fixation  test  for  G.C.  . . 13 

Widal 41 

N.P.N.  1 

Calcium  content  .....  6 

Carbon  mon-oxide  poisoning  ...  1 

Culture  .......  6 

Platelet  count  .....  1 

Reticulocyte  ......  1 

Malaria  .......  1 

Van  den  Bergh  .....  1 

Fragility  of  R.B.C.  .....  2 

Pleural  and  other  fluids  for  culture,  etc.  47 

C.S.F.  for  urea  .....  1 

,,  for  microscopy  . . . . 21 

„ for  T.B 13 

,,  for  culture  .....  22 

W.R 6 

Meinicke  ......  5 

Protein  (lange,  cells,  etc.)  ....  32 

Chlorides  . . . . . .21 

Sugar  .......  5 

Urea  .......  1 

Hairs  for  ringworm  .....  2 

Scabies  .......  1 

Vaccines  prepared  .....  7 

Semen  for  examination  ....  2 

Water  for  bacteriology  . . . . 78 

Water  for  chemistry  ....  53 

Water  for  microscopy  ....  1 

Biological  tests  (other  than  milks)  . . 5 

K.L.B.  for  virulence  ....  2 

Gastric  test  meal  .....  2 

Food  for  food  poisoning  organisms  . . 19 

Sections  .......  52 


Total  for  outside  work  . . . 7,426 


Hill  End 2,038 


9,464 
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SUMMARY  OF  WORK  UNDERTAKEN  FOR  HILL  END  FIOSPITAL 

DURING  THE  YEAR  1938. 

Blood. 

Counts  . 

Urea 

Wassermann  reaction 
Meinicke  reaction 
Van  den  Bergh 
Sugar  (tolerance  curves) 

Sugar  content  (single) 

Bromide  content 
Widal  . 

Slides  for  malaria 
Culture  . 

Platelet  count 
Clotting  time  . 

Reticulocyte  count  . 

C.S.F. 

Wassermann  reaction  . . . . .14 

Meinicke  reaction  . . . . . .14 

Routine  . . . . . . . .13 


44 
322 
317 

2 

5 

2 

17  (12  above  normal) 

45 
37 

3 

1 

3 

16 


Cultures. 

Faeces  . . . . . . . .105 

Urine  ........  25 

Throat  and  other  swabs  for  K.L.B.  Haemolytic 
streptococci,  etc.  . . . . .71 

Tonsils  .......  1 


Urine. 

Routine  .... 
Simple  chemical  examinations 
For  T.  B. 

Microscopy 

FiECES. 

Occult  blood  . 

For  T.B. 

Microscopy  ; worms,  etc. 

Sputum  and  Pus. 

For  T.B. 

For  other  organisms 

Water  (Bacteriology)  . 

Water  (Chemistry) 

Milks  (Bacteriology) 

Milks  (for  Methylene  blue)  . 
Test  meals  .... 
Vaccine  prepared 
Autopsies  .... 


. 370 
. 275 

1 

. 83 


1 

35 

5 


22 

10 

2 

1 

19 

19 

1 

1 

49  (62%  of  deaths) 


Total 


2,038 
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PUBLIC  VACCINATION . 

The  total  number  of  vaccinations  during  the  year  was  1,731, 
compared  with  1,663  last  year,  which  shows  an  increase  of  68. 

As  regards  the  number  of  vaccinations  carried  out,  the 
following  figures  refer  to  the  twelve  months  ending  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1938: — 

Primary  Vaccinations  . 1.655 

Revaccinations  . . 76 


Total  . . 1, 731 

Of  the  primary  vaccinations,  1,495  were  under  one  year  of 
age,  and  160  were  one  year  and  upwards.  The  largest  number 
of  primary  vaccinations  during  the  period  stated  was  carried 
out  in  the  following  districts  : Barnet  (184),  Watford  (103), 
St.  Albans  (101).  The  largest  number  of  re  vaccinations  was 
carried  out  in  Watford  (7). 

NURSING  HOMES. 

The  Nursing  Homes  Registration  Act,  1927,  has  been 
repealed  by  sections  187-195  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936. 

A nursing  home  is  defined  as  any  premises  used  or  intended 
to  be  used  for  the  reception  of  and  the  providing  of  nursing  for 
persons  suffering  from  any  sickness,  injury,  or  infirmity,  and 
includes  a maternity  home;  it  does  not  include  (a)  any  hospital 
or  premises  maintained  or  controlled  by  a Government  depart- 
ment or  local  authority  or  any  other  body  of  persons  constituted 
by  Special  Act  of  Parliament  or  incorporated  by  Royal  Charter; 
(b)  any  institution  for  lunatics  within  the  meaning  of  the 
Lunacy  Act,  1890  ; and  (c)  any  certified  institution,  certified 
,house,  or  approved  home  within  the  meaning  of  the  Mental 
Deficiency  Act,  1913.  Voluntary  Hospitals  in  the  County  have 
been  exempted  from  the  provisions  of  the  Act. 

At  the  present  time  there  are  54  nursing  homes  in  the  County 
which  are  registered  under  the  Act. 

MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

The  scheme  of  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  in  the  County 
has  been  fully  described  in  previous  reports.  The  following 
summary  indicates  the  comprehensive  character  of  the  scheme: 


38 


(1)  15  County  Council  Maternity  and  Child  Welfare  Centres  ; 

(2)  14  special  ante-natal  clinics  ; (3)  43  voluntary  centres  at  a 
number  of  which  ante-natal  supervision  is  also  carried  out  ; (4) 
provision  of  maternity  beds  ; (5)  convalescent  home  treatment  ; 
(6)  orthopaedic  treatment  ; (7)  hospital  treatment  ; (8)  health 
visiting  ; (9)  milk  to  mothers  and  young  children  ; (10)  the 
services  of  three  obstetric  specialists  ; (11)  the  services  of  special 
nurses,  and  (12)  facilities  for  bacteriological  examinations. 

Consultations. — The  Obstetric  Consultants  report  as  follows 
on  their  work  during  the  year  : — 

Mr.  Ellision. — During  1938  I saw  28  patients  under  the 
maternity  scheme  of  the  County  Council,  22  of  these  being  before 
delivery.  Of  the  total  seven  were  for  disproportion,  in  three  of 
which  Caesarean  Section  was  performed,  while  in  the  others  a 
normal  delivery  occurred;  five  were  for  ante-partum  haemorrhage, 
in  two  of  which  Caesarean  Section  was  performed,  the  remainder 
being  treated  successfully  by  other  methods ; three  were  cases  of 
toxaemia  of  pregnancy  in  which  pregnancy  had  to  be  terminated 
and  four  were  cases  of  malpresentation.  Of  the  remaining  three 
two  were  cases  of  ill-health  from  multiple  pregnancies  in  which 
Caesarean  Section  and  sterilization  had  to  be  performed.  The 
remaining  case  was  one  of  pregnancy  complicated  by  tumour  in 
which  Caesarean  Section  has  also  to  be  performed.  In  this  series 
of  cases  there  was  one  maternal  death  and  only  two  children  were 
lost.  Six  cases  were  seen  after  delivery,  all  for  puerperal  pyrexia. 

Mr.  Norman  White. — During  this  year  I have  seen  eight 
patients;  two  were  operation  cases,  and  six  were  consultations. 
There  were  four  cases  of  pyrexia  in  the  puerperium,  where  the 
question  of  the  advisabilty  of  the  transfer  of  the  patient  to 
^Hospital  arose.  One  patient  was  seriously  ill,  with  acute 
dilatation  of  the  stomach  after  Caesarean  Section.  One  patient 
was  in  labour,  and  I was  consulted  about  the  advisability  of 
operative  interference,  as  labour  was  delayed.  There  were  two 
ante-natal  patients,  one  with  a breech  presentation,  and  one  with 
ante-partum  haemorrhage. 

Mr.  Hedgcock. — Three  cases  were  dealt  with  in  the  course 
of  the  year.  The  first  case  was  a woman  who  had  developed  a 
temperature  late  in  the  puerperium,  after  a normal  pregnancy 
and  delivery.  On  examination  in  the  fifth  week,  when  a femoral 
thrombosis  had  already  existed  for  a week,  it  was  evident  that 
the  condition  had  progressed  to  one  of  septicaemia.  In  spite  of 
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intensive  treatment  at  Addenbrook's  Hospital  she  died  three 
months  after  delivery ; the  causative  organism  was  Staphy- 
lococcus aureus.  The  second  was  a case  at  Hit  chin  which  was 
found  to  be  one  of  a large  meningocoele  causing  obstruction  to 
the  foetal  head.  The  child  was  stillborn,  but  the  mother  made  an 
uninterrupted  recovery.  The  third  was  a case  of  a woman  who 
had  been  in  labour  2-3  days  and  showed  only  slight  cervical 
dilatation.  Conservative  treatment  was  strongly  urged,  and 
mother  and  child  made  an  uneventful  recovery,  being  able  to 
return  home  in  three  weeks. 

Dental  Treatment. — The  following  figures  indicate  the  extent 
to  which  treatment  was  carried  out  during  the  year  in  the  case 
of  mothers  and  children  under  5 years  of  age ; the  figures  show  a 
considerable  increase  compared  with  last  year : — 


Mothers  and  children  inspected  by  the  Dentists  . . 1,222 

Found  to  require  treatment  . . . . . 1,212 

Actually  treated  .......  1,194 

Attendances  made  for  treatment  .....  1,567 

Fillings  .........  83 

Extractions  ........  3,658 

Administrations  of  general  anaesthetic  for  extractions  . 1,130 

Other  operations  .......  191 


All  these  figures  show  a considerable  increase  on  last  year's 
work. 


Dr.  Ornstein's  Report. 

During  recent  years  attendances  at  some  of  the  Centres  have 
increased  to  such  an  extent  that  more  sessions  were  found  to  be 
necessary. 

This  report  now  covers  weekly  ante-natal  sessions  at  Barnet, 
East  and  New  Barnet,  Waltham  Cross,  and  Hertford,  bi-monthly 
sessions  at  New  Southgate,  and  weekly  Child  Welfare  sessions 
at  Barnet,  East  and  New  Barnet,  Waltham  Cross,  Hertford,  and 
New  Southgate.  As  the  various  changes  did  not  take  place  until 
later  on  in  the  year,  the  figures  for  this  year  cannot  be  said  to 
be  strictly  comparable  with  those  for  the  previous  year.  Increased 
building,  greater  publicity  for  the  services,  and  a steady  awaken- 
ing of  the  population  to  the  manifold  advantages  of  skilled  help, 
are  no  doubt  responsible  for  the  growth  of  the  centres. 
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Two  maternal  deaths  occurred  during  the  year  amongst  the 
patients  who  attended  the  clinics.  Both  were  known  to  have  been 
abnormal  during  the  ante-natal  period,  one  having  an  advanced 
cardiac  condition,  and  both  were  referred  to  hospital  for  their 
confinement. 

During  the  years  1930-38,  amongst  4,450  patients  who 
were  confined,  having  attended  the  ante-natal  clinics,  7 deaths 
occurred,  giving  a rate  of  1 * 6 per  1,000.  Amongst  the  2,509 
children  who  attended  the  centres,  7 deaths  occurred,  3 being  due 
to  pneumonia.  It  would  appear  that  this  cause  of  death  is  show- 
ing a definite  tendency  to  diminish. 

Seventy  children  were  immunized  against  diphtheria.  This 
figure  was  divided  amongst  the  following  clinics:  Barnet  28,  East 
and  New  Barnet  10,  Waltham  Cross  15,  Hertford  15,  New 
Southgate  2.  A great  deal  of  persuasion  is  still  needed  to  convince 
mothers  of  the  necessity  of  this  valuable  protection. 

We  are  again  greatly  indebted  to  the  Voluntary  Workers, 
without  whose  help  the  centres  could  not  be  conducted  so 
smoothly. 

The  figures  relating  to  the  centres  are  given  in  the  tables  on 
pages  40  and  41. 

Dr.  Chalmer's  Report. 

The  sessions  at  the  Ante-natal  and  Child  Welfare  Centres 
were  identical  with  those  of  the  previous  year.  The  number  of 
expectant  mothers  attending  the  Ante-natal  Clinics  shows  a 
moderate  increase — 551  in  1938  as  compared  with  503  in  1937. 
The  nutrition  of  the  expectant  mother  continues  to  receive 
particular  attention,  and  much  stress  is  laid  on  the  education  of 
the  patient  as  to  what  comprises  an  adequately  balanced  diet,  so 
that  there  may  be  no  deficiencies  of  vitamins  or  other  essential 
factors.  To  this  end  necessitous  cases  are  provided  with  extra 
supplies  of  milk,  cod-liver  oil  and  preparations  containing  iron. 
This  special  interest  is  also  maintained  throughout  the  period  of 
lactation,  because,  during  this  phase,  suitable  diet  and  education 
may  assist  in  the  prevention  of  anaemia,  which  has  been  shown  to 
affect  an  unduly  high  proportion  of  women  of  the  child-bearing 
age. 

Expectant  mothers  are  taught  to  regard  child-bearing  as  a 
physiological  function,  and  that  the  majority  derive  benefit  from 
this  instruction  is  evident  by  the  widespread  desire  to  maintain 
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a high  standard  of  general  health,  and  also  by  the  increased 
enthusiasm  for  breast  feeding  as  the  most  satisfactory  method  of 
providing  nourishment  for  the  young  infant. 

During  the  year  1938  an  increased  number  of  expectant 
mothers  has  taken  advantage  of  the  facilities  which  are  provided 
for  dental  treatment;  it  is  also  to  be  noted  with  satisfaction  that 
many  more  women  have  attended  for  post-natal  care  (113  in  1938 
as  compared  with  33  in  1937),  although  the  numbers  are  still 
very  far  short  of  a desired  level.  This  aspect  of  the  work  is 
of  primary  importance,  as  it  has  a direct  bearing  on  the 
prevention  of  chronic  ill-health,  which,  in  the  past,  has  too 
readily  been  accepted  as  the  sequence  of  child-bearing. 

Two  maternal  deaths  occurred  during  the  year;  in  one  case 
death  was  due  to  cardio-vascular  disease  unassociated  with 
pregnancy,  while  the  other  case  was  due  to  malignant  hyper- 
tension and  nephritis.  In  neither  case  could  death  have  been 
prevented  by  routine  ante-natal  care. 

Throughout  the  year  the  standard  of  health  of  the  children 
attending  the  Welfare  Centres  has  been  uniformly  good.  The 
total  number  of  children,  and  of  their  attendances,  shows  a 
marked  increase  over  similar  totals  for  the  previous  year.  It  is 
noted  that  the  number  of  children  who  received  orthopaedic  treat- 
ment, mostly  for  the  correction  of  minor  deformities,  is  greatly  in 
excess  of  that  shown  in  the  previous  year  (62  in  1938  and  17  in 
1937).  It  is  very  satisfactory  to  note  that  cases  of  minor  maladies 
such  as  flat  foot,  which  formerly  were  accepted,  or  even  possibly 
unnoticed,  are  now  recognized  by  the  mothers,  who  are  most 
eager  to  co-operate  in  their  correction.  The  results  of  such 
corrections  should  be  evident  in  later  years  by  the  improved 
physique  of  those  concerned.  Similarly  an  increased  number  of 
children  and  mothers  have  availed  themselves  of  the  facilities 
for  dental  care.  During  the  year  five  children  attending  the 
various  centres  have  died;  of  these  deaths  the  majority  were  due 
to  broncho-pneumonia. 

In  the  year  1938  119  children  were  immunized  against 
diphtheria;  the  figure  was  divided  among  the  following  Centres, 
thus:  Bishop’s  Stortford  8,  Hatfield  88,  Letch  worth  3,  St.  Albans 
20. 

These  numbers  fall  far  short  of  a desirable  level.  There  is 
still  a marked  apathy  towards  a disease  which  is  very  fatal  to 
young  children,  and  only  the  incidence  of  a few  cases  of 


44 


diphtheria  at  Hatfield  was  responsible  for  the  comparatively  high 
number  of  immunizations  completed  there. 

At  each  of  the  Child  Welfare  Centres  invaluable  help  is  given 
by  those  ladies  who  act  as  Voluntary  Workers,  and  many  thanks 
are  due  to  them  for  their  continued  interest  and  assistance. 

The  figures  relating  to  the  Centres  and  Clinics  are  shown  in 
the  tables  on  pages  45  and  46. 


Dr.  Waterhouse's  Report. 

Commencing  my  work  as  I did  in  the  middle  of  the  year,  it  is 
impossible  to  give  a detailed  report.  The  Ante-natal  Clinics  show 
an  increase  of  48  in  the  number  of  expectant  mothers  attending 
the  clinics,  and  individual  consultations  are  increased  by  287. 
Great  benefit  has  come  from  the  fact  that  the  Ante-natal  and 
Child  Welfare  Clinics  at  Tring  and  Berkhamsted  are  now  under 
the  care  of  one  doctor,  and  so  the  patients  can  be  supervised  and 
helped  right  through.  This  has  resulted  in  a drop  in  the  post- 
natal consultations,  as  the  patients  have  not  yet  been  educated  to 
the  fact  that  a post-natal  examination  is  necessary,  as  well  as  a 
post-natal  conversation. 

There  have  been  no  maternal  deaths  amongst  expectant 
mothers  attending  the  clinics.  Attendances  at  the  child  welfare 
sessions  have  risen  by  2,718,  and  the  numbers  on  the  books 
increased  by  296.  The  number  of  deaths  has  risen  by  three,  this 
can  be  explained  by  the  increased  numbers  of  children  attending. 
Pneumonia,  pyloric  stenosis  marasmus  accounted  for  most  of  the 
deaths. 

In  some  of  the  clinics  there  is  a tendency  among  the  mothers 
to  treat  the  visit  as  a social  event,  rather  than  as  an  opportunity 
to  get  medical  help  and  advice.  Here  it  is  difficult  to  persuade 
them  to  have  their  children  immunized  against  diphtheria,  or 
even  to  feed  the  child  in  a rational  way.  This  will  gradually  right 
itself  as  a new  generation  of  children  grows  up.  Two  voluntary 
centres  have  been  taken  over  by  the  County  Council:  Cuffley 
and  Apsle}/  End.  The  work  at  Cuffley  began  in  June  and 
numbers  and  attendances  are  very  encouraging.  Apsley  End  was 
adopted  in  November  and  attendances  are  good. 

My  grateful  thanks  are  due  to  all  the  District  Nurses  and 
Voluntary  Workers,  who  have  done  so  much  to  help  me  since  I 
began  to  work  amongst  them. 
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Table  25.  Giving  Particulars  of  Attendances  at  Voluntary  Maternity 


Centres 

No.  of  times  Centre  open. 

No.  of  mothers  attending. 

No.  of  children  who 
attended  Centre  for 
first  time  during 
1938  and  who,  on 
the  date  of  their  first 
attendance,  were : 

No.  of  children 
who  attended 
Centre  during 
1938  and  who 
at  the  end  of 
the  year  were : 

No.  of  attendances 
at  Centre  by 
children : 

Total  Children’s  Attendances. 

Average  attendance  of  children. 

[a)  Under  1 year  of  age.  (Ex- 

cluding children  known  to  have 
attended  Centre  in  another 

district  previously.) 

(b)  Between  1 and  5 years  of 

age. 

[a)  Under  1 year  of  age. 

( b ) Over  1 year  of  age. 

[a)  Under  1 year  of  age. 

( b ) Between  1 and  5 years  of  age. 

Aldbury  . 

23 

24 

14 

2 

12 

5 

151 

293 

444 

19-3 

Apsley  End 

22 

105 

55 

8 

47 

73 

311 

312 

623 

28-3 
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24 

33 

12 

3 

10 

33 

144 

232 

376 

15-7 

Baldock 

48 

150 

62 

19 

58 

151 

921 

1,072 

1,993 

41-5 
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23 
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69 

10 

53 

108 

650 

548 

1,198 

52-1 
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23 

49 

22 

12 

16 

52 

123 

153 

276 

12-0 

Bricket  Wood 

23 

53 

24 

13 

21 

5 

232 

363 

595 

25-9 

Buntingford 

23 

42 

16 

3 

16 

48 

135 

219 

354 

15-4 

Bushey 

43 

203 

96 

22 

89 

177 

1,698 

1,154 

2,852 

66-3 

Chipperfield 

24 

76 

22 

5 

20 

77 

279 

613 

892 

37-2 
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23 
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16 

2 

12 

46 

200 
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601 

26-1 
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66 

22 

15 

17 

67 
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26-4 
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14 

31 
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134 

315 

26*3 

Gilston 

11 

18 

5 

5 

4 

21 

40 

75 

115 

10-5 

Harpenden 

31 
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91 

22 

79 

197 

1,092 

1,304 

2,396 

77-3 

Hoddesdon 

49  * 
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116 

34 

84 
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1,441 

1,060 

2,501 

51-0 

Kimpton  . "T" 

25 

44 

13 

11 

10 

51 

114 

247 
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14-4 

King's  Langley  . 

15 

81 

34 

12 

26 

73 

157 

221 

378 

25-2 

Knebworth 

40 

59 

26 

10 

18 

71 
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706 

1,175 

29-4 

Langleybury 

21 

33 

11 

5 

9 

40 
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289 

421 

20-0 

London  Colney  . 

24 
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64 

18 

62 

117 

630 

608 

1,238 

51  *6 

Much  Hadham  . 

10 
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17 

13 

12 

75 

139 

316 

455 

45-5 

The  Mundens 

10 
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8 

7 
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45 
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232 

23-2 

North  Mimms  . 
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22 
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1,130 

45-2 
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43 
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22-7 
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11 

17 

4 
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29 
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128 

11  *6 

Radlett 

23 
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52 

19 

52 

132 
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705 

1,146 

49-8 

Redbourn  . 

23 
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30 

2 

27 

82 

187 

223 

410 

17-8 

Rickmansworth 

22 
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43 

73 
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513 

23-3 

Royston  . 

24 
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11 

2 

10 

28 
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268 
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Sawbridgeworth 

(opened  9.5.38) 

8 
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23 

16 
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43 

145 

18-1 

Tewin  and  Datchworth 

24 

53 

10 

2 

10 

59 
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345 
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Woolmer  Green 

23 

36 

12 
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37 
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21  -0 

Ware 

51 

236 

108 

55 

98 
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1,342 

1,305 

2,647 

51-9 

Watton 

12 
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14 

19 

12 

59 

98 
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349 

29-1 

Welwyn 

49 
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10 
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54 

485 
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42-5  / 

Lawrence  Hall 

64 
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77 
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41  -0 

Wheathampstead 

12 
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Wigginton 

11 
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8 
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61 
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Watford  Home 

(District  Cases) 
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— 
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— 
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— 

Total 

1,084 

3,671 

1,496 

491 

1,267 

3,392 

17,644 

19,588 

37,232 

34-3 

Watford  Home 

(Home  Cases) . 
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— 

— 

— • 
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and  Child  Welfare  Centres  and  Ante-Natal  Clinics  during  1938. 
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ANNUAL  REPORT  OF  THE  SUPERVISOR  OF  MIDWIVES 
AND  INSPECTOR  OF  HEALTH  VISITORS  FOR  THE 

YEAR  1938. 

During  the  year  1938  the  Health  Visiting  work  has  been 
carried  out  by  the  118  Health  Visitors,  including  three  whole-time 
County  Council  Nurses. 

5,337  of  the  6,510  babies  born  alive  during  1937  (excluding 
Watford  Urban  District)  have  been  visited  by  the  Health  Visitors, 
a percentage  of  82  • 0 per  cent. 

Of  the  babies  visited,  93  died  before  reaching  the  age  of  one 
year,  showing  a mortality  of  17*4  per  1,000;  1,048  babies  left 
the  County  before  completing  their  first  year.  In  all  cases  where 
the  address  could  be  obtained  it  was  forwarded  to  the  local  Health 
Authority. 

From  the  Health  Visitors’  returns  it  is  shown  that  2,990  or 
56-  0 per  cent  of  the  infants  were  breast-fed;  1,610  or  30-  2 per 
cent  were  partly  breast-fed ; 666  or  12  * 5 per  cent  were  bottle-fed ; 
975  or  18  • 3 per  cent  used  dummies;  1,467  or  27  • 5 per  cent  were 
vaccinated;  4,249  or  79  • 6 per  cent  were  up  to  the  average  weight. 

The  work  of  the  Health  Visitors  is  shown  in  Table  28. 

Statement  of  Work  as  Supervisor  of  Midwives  and 

Inspector  of  Health  Visitors  for  the  Year  1938. 

Inspection  of  Midvives  and  Special  Visits  ....  1,030 

Visits  to  Health  Visitors,  Nurses  and  Doctors  . . . . 765 

Attendance  at  Committee  Meetings  .....  96 

Attendances  at  County  Council  and  Voluntary  Infant  Welfare 

Centres  and  Schools  . . . . . . .215 

Letters,  Circulars,  etc.,  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936  . 14,526 

Statistics  of  Midwives  Practising  in  the  County. 

There  were  266  trained  midwives  practising  in  the  County 
on  the  1st  January,  1939.  In  addition  there  were  77  temporary 
midwives  and  66  who  have  left  or  retired,  making  a total  of  409 
practising  in  1938. 

Of  those  in  practice  on  the  1st  January,  1939,  45  are 
employed  by  the  Local  Supervising  Authority,  146  are  employed 
by  Voluntary  Associations  and  75  are  in  private  practice. 

In  1938  the  total  number  of  births  was  7,382,  excluding 
stillbirths.  The  midwives  attended  6,582  cases.  Of  these,  4,104 
were  domiciliary  confinements;  1,803  were  with  a doctor 
engaged  and  included  65  or  3*  6 per  cent  stillbirths;  2,301  were 
attended  by  midwives  alone  and  included  38  or  1-7  per  cent 
stillbirths. 
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Table  27. 


Births  Notified  under  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  from 
January  ist  to  December  31ST,  1937. 


District. 

BIRTHS. 

CASES 

ATTENDED 

STILLBORN 

Premature. 

INFANTS  VISI- 
TED BY  HEALTH 
VISITORS 

Death  rate  per 

1,000  of  the  in- 

fants under  one 
year  for  the 

county  excluding 

Watford. 

No.  of  Health 

Visitors. 

Notified. 

Returned 

by 

Registrar. 

By 

Doctor. 

By 

Midwife. 

Doctors’ 

Cases. 

Midwife’s 

Cases. 

Visited. 

Died 

under 

1 year. 

Death  rate 

per  1,000  1 

visited.  ) 

Urban. 

1.  Baldock  . 

52 

1 

15 

38 

1 



8 

51 

— 

— 

— 

2 

2.  Barnet 

537 

8 

462 

83 

17 

2 

43 

244 

1 

4-1 

25-0 

1 

3.  Berkhamsted  . 

101 

1 

67 

35 

2 

— 

6 

82 

1 

12-2 

36-0 

3 

4.  Bishops  Stortford 

186 

1 

87 

100 

9 

— 

14 

135 

3 

22-2 

34-2 

3 

5.  Bushey  . 

143 

7 

102 

48 

1 

1 

14 

126 

3 

23-8 

26-4 

2 

6.  Cheshunt 

296 

5 

163 

138 

9 

— 

15 

275 

8 

29-1 

49-8 

4 

7.  Chorleywood  . 

23 

4 

15 

12 

— 

— 

1 

20 

— 

— 

52-6 

1 

8.  East  Barnet 

535 

19 

429 

125 

8 

— 

24 

477 

10 

21-0 

45-8 

7 

9.  Harpenden 

156 

2 

95 

63 

2 

2 

2 

102 

— 

— 

25-9 

3 

10.  Hemel  Hempstead  . 

259 

6 

197 

68 

7 

2 

19 

233 

5 

21  -5 

41 -1 

4 

11.  Hertford 

163 

1 

98 

66 

5 

1 

15 

134 

4 

29-9 

66-2 

4 

12.  Hitchin  . 

281 

6 

127 

160 

7 

4 

24 

242 

5 

20-7 

43-1 

3 

13.  Hoddesdon 

164 

7 

105 

66 

4 

— 

17 

149 

5 

33-6 

74-7 

5 

14.  Letchworth 

247 

4 

109 

142 

6 

3 

14 

228 

3 

13-2 

27-3 

2 

15.  Rickmansworth 

326 

26 

246 

106 

14 

8 

21 

263 

2 

7-6 

32-0 

4 

16.  Royston 

59 

— 

37 

22 

— 

1 

5 

38 

1 

26-3 

21-2 

1 

17.  St.  Albans 

550 

3 

331 

222 

15 

4 

53 

438 

5 

11-4 

39-7 

3 

18.  Sawbridgeworth 

36 

2 

21 

17 

1 

— 

2 

28 

— 

— 

114-2 

1 

19.  Stevenage 

79 

4 

37 

46 

1 

— 

9 

74 

2 

27-0 

25-0 

2 

20.  Tring 

61 

— 

32 

29 

2 

— 

2 

56 

1 

17-9 

14-2 

1 

21.  Ware 

116 

— 

68 

48 

7 

— - 

5 

100 

— 

— 

47-6 

3 

22.  Welwyn  Garden  City 

246 

6 

139 

113 

— 

3 

15 

231 

5 

21-6 

49-1 

1 

Total  for  Urban  Districts 

4,616 

113 

2,982 

1,747 

118 

31 

328 

3,726 

64 

17-2 

40-3 

60 

excluding  Watford  Borough 

Rural. 

1.  Barnet 

140 

— 

91 

49 

3 

— 

16 

121 

2 

16-5 

33-0 

3 

2.  Berkhamsted  . 

79 

2 

68 

13 

— 

— 

7 

70 



— 

33-8 

4 

3.  Braughing 

104 

— 

48 

56 

3 

— 

6 

90 

2 

22-2 

82-4 

5 

4.  Hatfield  . 

264 

6 

173 

97 

7 

— 

13 

231 

2 

8-7 

26-3 

7 

5.  Hemel  Hempstead  . 

172 

3 

129 

46 

3 

1 

11 

152 

4 

26-3 

34-1 

5 

6.  Hertford 

96 

2 

51 

47 

1 

— 

6 

84 

1 

11-9 

30-9 

5 

7.  Hitchin 

252 

7 

167 

92 

5 

2 

22 

229 

6 

26-2 

47-4 

11 

8.  St.  Albans 

273 

3 

183 

93 

5 

3 

15 

249 

3 

12-0 

20-2 

6 

9.  Ware 

131 

6 

94 

43 

2 



9 

128 

4 

31-3 

30-3 

6 

10.  Watford  . 

363 

12 

269 

106 

8 

— 

14 

208 

4 

19-2 

44-7 

5 

11.  Welwyn  . 

60 

— 

38 

22 

2 

— 

3 

49 

1 

20-4 

50-0 

1 

Total  for  Rural  Districts 

1,934 

41 

1,311 

664 

39 

6 

122 

1,611 

29 

18-0 

36-5 

£8 

Total  for  Urban  Districts 

4,616 

113 

2,982 

1,747 

118 

31 

328 

3,726 

64 

17-2 

40-3 

60 

Total  for  County  . 

6,550 

154 

4,293 

2,411 

157 

37 

450 

5,337 

93 

17-4 

39-2 

118 

55 
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Of  the  6,582  cases  attended  by  midwives,  2,478  were  in 
Institutions.  These  included  101  or  4*1  per  cent  stillbirths. 

The  number  of  infants  who  died  before  the  fourteenth  day 
in  domiciliary  cases  was  27  in  midwives'  cases  born  alive,  being 
a mortality  of  11  • 7 per  1,000.  Of  the  27  infants  who  died  before 
the  fourteenth  day,  14  were  premature.  In  addition  to  these 
cases,  the  midwives  attended  189  abortions. 

2,633  expectant  mothers  have  attended  ante-natal  clinics. 
The  number  of  ante-natal  visits  paid  by  the  midwives  was  25,576. 

Maternal  Mortality . — Out  of  the  2,301  domiciliary  midwifery 
cases,  there  were  five  maternal  deaths,  being  a mortality  of 
2’ 2 per  1,000.  Of  the  five  maternal  deaths  three  occurred  in 
hospital. 

Medical  Aid  and  any  other  Notifications  Received. — The 
number  of  medical  aid  notices  was  1,072  or  28-  6 per  cent. 

As  regards  the  work  carried  out  by  the  Infant  Protection 
Visitors,  the  following  information  has  been  given  me  by  Miss 
Harrington  for  1938 : — 

During  the  year  ended  31st  December,  1938,  354  children 
have  been  under  supervision.  The  total  number  of  visits  paid  to 
these  children  by  the  nurses  employed  by  the  District  Nursing 
Associations  and  the  County  Council  health  visitors  was  2,568; 
84  forms  giving  particulars  of  the  home  conditions  of  foster 
mothers  have  been  forwarded  to  the  County  Medical  Officer, 
compared  with  106  for  the  previous  year. 

Of  the  2,568  visits,  2,244  have  been  paid  by  nurses  employed 
by  District  Nursing  Associations,  and  of  the  84  forms  giving 
particulars  of  home  conditions,  75  have  been  filled  in  by  these 
nurses. 

SANITARY  SERVICES  AND  HOUSING  IN  THE  COUNTY 

As  is  the  practice  adopted  in  each  Annual  Report  this  section 
has  been  brought  up  to  date.  It  gives  information  regarding  the 
conditions  of  the  sanitary  services  and  the  progress  made  in  the 
provision  of  new  houses  in  the  various  urban  and  rural  districts 
in  the  County.  The  progress  which  has  been  made  in  the  provision 
of  piped  water  supplies  in  rural  districts  and  the  consideration 
which  is  at  present  being  given  to  the  question  of  the  consequent 
extension  of  sewerage  schemes  in  these  districts  provide  the  most 
striking  illustration  of  the  improvement  which  has  taken  place  in 
the  sanitary  services  in  the  County.  The  progress  which  has 
been  made  in  housing  provision  during  the  year  is  shown  in  the 
following  tables. 
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Table  29. 

Housing  Provision  during  1938. 

URBAN  DISTRICTS. 


District 

No.  of  houses 
erected  in 
1938 

No.  of  houses 
in  process 
of  erection 
31.12.38 

No.  of  houses 
erected  by 
private 
enterprise 

No.  of 
houses 
over- 
crowded 

Baldock  . 

32 

37 

36 

13 

Barnet 

— 

110 

248 

17 

Berkhamsted 

30 

— 

55 

16 

Bishop’s  Stortford 

58 

14 

86 

21 

Bushey 

— 

— 

179 

2 

Cheshunt 

51 

— 

242 

2 

Chorleywood 

— 

— 

43 

— 

East  Barnet 

— 

— 

723 

19 

Harpenden 

— 

50 

150 

3 

Hemel  Hempstead 

— 

— 

226 

8 

Hertford 

64 

— 

47 

S 

Hitchin 

— 

— 

186 

20 

Hoddesdon 

— 

— 

56 

20 

Letchworth 

— 

— 

370 

1 

Rickmansworth 

52 

— 

545 

3 

Royston  . 

— 

— 

17 

1 

St.  Albans 

- — - 

368 

33 

Sawbridgeworth 

26 

4 

34 

4 

Stevenage 

— - 

4 

- — ■ 

— 

Tring 

— 

- — ■ 

18 

3 

Ware 

38 

- — ■ 

36 

6 

Watford  . 

120 

— 

707 

17 

Welwyn  Garden  City 

94 

38 

298 

— 

Totals 

565 

257 

4,670 

217 

Housing  Provision  during  1938. 
RURAL  DISTRICTS. 


District 

No.  of  houses 
erected  in 
1938 

No.  of  houses 
in  process 
of  erection 
on  31.12.39 

No.  of  houses 
erected  by 
private 
enterprise 

No.  of 
houses 
over- 
crowded 

Barnet 

36 

— 

139 

_ 

Berkhamsted 

10 

— 

40 

6 

Braughing 

22 

24 

22 

15 

Hatfield 

32 

— 

221 

29 

Hemel  Hempstead 

8 

— 

102 

1 

Hertford 

58 

— 

27 

— 

Hitchin 

72 

— 

33 

6 

St.  Albans 

46 

64 

299 

29 

Ware 

66 

— 

19 

— . 

Watford  . 

— 

— 

391 

11 

Welwyn 

— 

- — - 

13 

3 

Totals 

350 

88 

1,306 

100 
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Urban  Districts. 
Baldock. 

Water  Supply 


Sewage  Disposal 


Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal. 

Infectious  Diseases  . 


Housing 


Barnet. 

Water  Supply 


Sewage  Disposal 


Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal. 


Adequate  supply  from  First  Garden  City,  Ltd., 
Pumping  Station  for  practically  whole  district  ; 
few  wells.  The  water  is  of  a high  standard  of 
purity  both  bacteriologically  and  chemically. 
Samples  from  each  pumping  station  are  taken 
every  month  by  A.  Sciver,  Esq.,  of  Messrs.  Rideal 
and  Sciver,  28  Victoria  Street,  Westminster. 
It  is  not  chlorinated,  but  complete  plant  is 
already  installed  at  each  pumping  station 
which  can  be  put  into  operation  at  short  notice. 

Public  system  for  whole  district  ; disposal  works 
near  Icknield  Way.  Sewage  enters  large  tank 
after  screening  and  is  pumped  into  a reservoir 
then  run  on  to  land  and  treated  by  systematic 
broad  irrigation. 

Once  weekly  in  open  horse-drawn  conveyance. 
Disposal  is  carried  out  on  the  controlled  system. 

Cases  sent  to  North  Herts  Isolation  Hospital  ; 
swabs  examined  at  County’s  Public  Health 
laboratories  ; antitoxin  supplied  when  required  ; 
no  steam  disinfector  provided  ; clothing  and 
houses  disinfected  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  32 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  . . . .37 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enter- 
prise during  1938  . . . . .36 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  as  defined  by 
Housing  Act,  1936  . . . . .13 


Public  supply  for  the  whole  district  from  the  Barnet 
and  District  Gas  and  Water  Co.,  from  wells  sunk 
into  the  chalk  ; the  supply  is  adequate.  All 
the  water  supplied  to  this  area  is  chlorinated.  A 
pathological  staff  is  maintained  by  the  Water  Co. 
The  bulk  of  the  water  is  examined  daily,  and  each 
pumping  station  once  a week.  During  1938,  1,688 
samples  were  analysed. 

Separate  system  for  the  whole  district  except 
in  older  portions  of  district,  where  combined 
system  obtains.  Certain  outlying  properties  are 
drained  to  cesspools  ; part  of  Totteridge  is 
drained  into  Finchley  sewer.  Sewage  Farm  is 
situated  in  Mays  Lane,  and  is  56  acres  in  extent  ; 
method  of  disposal  : three  rotary  filters,  detritus 
and  sedimentation  tanks,  and  land  irrigation  ; 
pumping  is  necessary  for  three  sewers. 

Weekly  collection  for  whole  district  in  covered 
mechanical  conveyances ; disposal  by  con- 
trolled tipping. 


Infectious  Diseases  . 


Housing 


Berkhamsted. 
Water  Supply- 


Sewage  Disposal 

Refuse  Collection  and 

Disposal. 

Infectious  Diseases  . 

Housing 


Bishop’s  Stortford. 
Water  Supply 

Sewage  Disposal 


Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal. 
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Cases  of  infectious  diseases  removed  to  Barnet 
Joint  Isolation  Hospital  ; swabs  examined  by 
arrangement  with  Clinical  Research  Association  ; 
supplies  of  antitoxin  kept  for  local  practitioners. 
A steam  disinfector  is  available  ; houses  are 
fumigated  with  formaldehyde. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  nil 
Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  . . . .110 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  ......  248 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  as  defined  by 
Housing  Act,  1936  . . . . .17 


Public  supply  for  practically  the  whole  district 
from  the  Berkhamsted  Water  Company,  which 
also  supplies  adjoining  districts  ; supply  is 
adequate  ; there  are  a few  wells.  Water  is  not 
chlorinated  ; bacteriologically  examined 
monthly. 

Main  sewerage  system  for  whole  district  ; sewage 
disposal  works  at  Broadway,  Berkhamsted, 
consist  of  septic  tanks  and  rotary  percolating 
filters,  effluent  discharged  to  Grand  Union 
Canal. 

Weekly  collection  for  whole  district  in  covered 

carts  with  automatic  covers.  Controlled  tipping 
system  of  disposal. 

Cases  admitted  to  Aldbury  Hospital  ; swabs  sent 
to  Clinical  Research  Association  or  Hill  End 
laboratory  ; obtainable  from  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  Market  Square,  Hemel  Hempstead  ; 
antitoxin  supplied  by  Council  through  Sanitary 
Inspector ; Immunization  Scheme  adopted ; steam 
disinfector  available  ; disinfection  carried  out  by 
sanitary  staff. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  30 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  ....  nil 

Number  of  houses,  including  flats,  erected  by 
private  enterprise  during  1938  . . 55 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  at  end  of  year 
as  defined  by  Housing  Act,  1936  . .16 


Adequate  supply  from  deep  wells,  which  serves 
whole  district  ; a few  wells  on  the  outskirts. 
Water  not  chlorinated  ; quarterly  analysis. 

Public  system  for  greater  part  of  district  ; there 
are  about  20  cesspools  and  a few  pail  closets 
in  the  outskirts.  Sewage  gravitates  to  tanks,  is 
screened  and  pumped  on  to  high  level,  and  is 
dealt  with  by  broad  land  irrigation  ; effluent  to 
River  Stort.  Disposal  works  outside  district 
in  Essex. 

Weekly  in  covered  mechanical  and  horse-drawn 
conveyances  ; partly  controlled. 
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Infectious  Diseases  . 


Housing 


Bushey. 

Water  Supply 

Sewage  Disposal 


Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal. 

Infectious  Diseases  . 


Housing 


Cheshunt. 

Water  Supply 

Sewage  Disposal 


Refuse  Collection  and 

Disposal. 

Infectious  Diseases  . 


Cases  admitted  to  East  Herts  Isolation  Hospitals  ; 
swabs  sent  to  laboratory  at  Hill  End  Mental 
Hospital  ; antitoxin  kept  at  Sanitary  Inspector’s 
Office  ; steam  disinfector  at  Isolation  Hospital  ; 
houses  disinfected  with  formaldehyde. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  58 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  . . . .14 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  . . . . . .86 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  at  end  of  year 
as  defined  by  Housing  Act,  1936  . .21 

Adequate  supply  for  whole  district  from  Colne 

V alley  Water  Co.  Water  chlorinated  and  softened. 
Frequent  examinations. 

Public  system  for  whole  district  with  the  exception 
of  the  northern  part  and  a few  small  areas. 
Disposal  works  have  recently  been  extended, 
and  are  now  capable  of  dealing  with  sewage  from 
population  of  17,000 ; anaerobic  and  aerobic 
methods  of  treatment  are  adopted  ; percolating 
filters  and  final  filtration  through  sand. 

Weekly  collection  in  covered  mechanical  convey- 
ances. Disposal  by  controlled  tipping. 

Cases  admitted  to  Watford  Joint  Hospital,  which 
serves  district  ; swabs  sent  to  P.M.  Hospital 
Laboratory,  Watford  ; Diphtheria  Immuniza- 
tion Scheme  ; antitoxin  kept  at  Council  Offices  ; 
steam  disinfector  at  Isolation  Hospital  ; houses 
disinfected  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  nil 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  ....  nil 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  179 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  as  defined  by 
Housing  Act,  1936  . . . . .2* 

* Now  removed. 

Practically  the  whole  district  is  within  the  area  of 
supply  of  the  Metropolitan  Water  Board.  A few 
country  houses  have  private  wells. 

Public  system  for  whole  district  except  some 
country  houses.  Sewage  disposal  works  on 
Cheshunt  Marsh  in  Parish  of  Enfield  consists  of 
septic  tanks,  revolving  sprinklers,  humus  tanks, 
and  filtration  over  several  acres  of  ground. 

Weekly  collection  in  covered  mechanical  convey- 
ance ; disposal  by  controlled  tipping. 

Cases  removed  to  Cheshunt  Isolation  Hospital  ; 
examination  of  swabs  arranged  by  M.O.H. 
Antitoxin  kept  at  U.D.C.  Offices  and  house  of 
M.O.H.  No  local  disinfector  available,  but  there 
are  arrangements  for  disinfection  with  Enfield  ; 
house  disinfection  by  formalin  lamps. 


Housing 

Chorleywood. 

Water  Supply 

Sewage  disposal 

Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal. 

Infectious  Diseases  . 

Housing 

East  Barnet. 

Water  Supply- 


Sewage  Disposal 
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Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  51 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  ....  nil 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  ......  242 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  as  defined  by 
Housing  Act,  1936  .....  2 

Adequate  supply  for  practically  the  whole  district 
from  the  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley 
Water  Co.  ; chlorination  plant  being  installed. 

Public  system  for  greater  part  of  district.  Few 
cesspools.  Disposal  works  at  Maple  Cross  consist 
of  detritus  and  screening  chamber,  two  sedi- 
mentation tanks,  one  storm-water  tank,  three 
primary  and  three  secondary  filters,  two  humus 
tanks  and  four  sludge  digestion  tanks.  The 
effluent  discharged  into  tributary  of  River 
Colne. 

Collection  weekly  in  covered  mechanical  convey- 
ance. Refuse  disposed  of  by  method  of  controlled 
tipping. 

Cases  admitted  to  Joint  Hospital  serving  district, 
swabs  sent  to  Clinical  Research  Association. 
Antitoxin  kept  by  Council.  Steam  disinfector 
at  Isolation  Hospital  ; houses  disinfected  by 
Sanitary  Inspector. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  nil 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  ....  nil 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  . . . . . .43 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  as  defined 
by  Housing  Act,  1936  ....  nil 

Adequate  supply  from  the  Barnet  District  Gas  and 
Water  Co.  from  wells  and  borings  ; whole  district 
served.  Water  chlorinated.  The  bacteriological 
standard  throughout  the  past  year  was  found  to 
be  very  good,  samples  submitted  monthly  for 
examination  indicated  b.  coli  absent  in  100  c.c.’s 
together  with  low  bacterial  counts.  Samples  are 
also  examined  daily  in  the  Company’s  own 
laboratory. 

The  whole  district,  except  for  a very  small  number 
of  large  houses  in  isolated  positions,  is  sewered 
on  the  separate  system,  five  main  sewers  and  two 
rising  mains  from  pumping  stations  conveying 
the  sewage  to  the  disposal  works  situated  at  the 
junction  of  Osidge  Lane  and  Brunswick  Park 
Road. 

The  new  disposal  works,  designed  for  a dry  weather 
flow  of  1,250,000  gallons  a day,  commenced 
operations  in  March,  1938.  They  consist  of  screen 
and  detritus  tank  with  mechanical  dredger, 
preliminary  settlement  tanks  with  mechanical 
scrapers,  secondary  settlement  tanks,  aeration 
tanks,  final  settlement  tanks  and  percolating 
filters,  the  effluent  passing  into  Pymmes  Brook. 
The  sludge  is  pumped  to  primary  and  secondary 
sludge  digestion  tanks  from  where  it  gravitates  to 
sludge  drying  beds  before  being  disposed  of  on 
the  land. 


Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal. 


Infectious  Diseases 

Housing  . 


Harpbnden. 

Water  Supply 

Sewage  Disposal 

Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal 

Infectious  Diseases  . 


A weekly  collection  of  domestic  and  trade  refuse 
is  made  over  the  whole  of  this  district.  Pro- 
ducers of  offal,  and  offensive  trades,  receive  three 
collections  a week. 

In  October,  1934,  three  new  refuse  collecting 
vehicles  were  brought  into  operation  to  replace 
the  old  system  of  tractor  and  trailers,  and  in  1 936 
a fourth  vehicle  w~as  purchased.  The  vehicles 
are  of  15  cubic  yards  capacity,  rear  loading  and 
fitted  with  moving  floors.  Since  the  introduction 
of  these  vehicles  a very  considerable  improvement 
has  been  effected  in  the  method  and  cleanliness 
of  the  collection. 

The  method  of  disposal  is  controlled  tipping 
at  Oak  Hill  Park,  East  Barnet.  Since  the  incep- 
tion of  the  scheme  about  23,000  tons  of  refuse 
have  been  disposed  of  without  a complaint 
of  any  description.  No  vermin  or  flies  have  been 
found  since  the  controlled  tip  was  begun  in 
April,  1933. 

Cases  to  Barnet  Joint  Isolation  Hospital ; swabs  sent 
for  examination  to  Clinical  Research  Association  ; 
supplies  of  antitoxin  kept  by  Council.  Steam 
disinfector  available  at  Isolation  Hospital. 
Rooms  and  contents  sprayed  with  formalin. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  nil 
Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  ....  nil 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  ......  723 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  as  defined  by 

Housing  Act,  1936  . . . .19 

Negotiations  for  the  purchase  of  approximately 
10  acres  of  land  for  the  purpose  of  providing 
additional  Council  houses  to  relieve  cases  of 
overcrowding,  etc.,  are  advanced  and  it  is  antici- 
pated that  terms  will  be  agreed  in  the  near  future. 


Adequate  supply  from  Harpenden  Water  Co. 
from  deep  wells  in  Lea  Valley  for  almost  whole 
district  ; a few  house  wells  are  still  in  existence. 
Company  also  supplies  Wheathampstead.  Public 
supply  of  good  standard  of  purity,  not  chlorinated  ; 
examined  monthly. 

Public  system  except  for  outlying  farms  and  houses. 
Disposal  works  on  eastern  boundary  of  district. 
Slate  beds,  tanks,  and  percolating  filters. 

Weekly  collection  in  covered  conveyances  ; fully 
controlled  tipping  in  accordance  with  Ministry 
of  Health’s  Regulations. 

Cases  to  Sisters  Hospital  St.  Albans  ; swabs, 
etc.,  sent  to  laboratory  at  Hill  End  Hospital. 
Antitoxin  kept  by  Council.  Disinfector  available 
at  Sisters  Hospital,  to  which  clothes  are  sent. 
House  disinfection  by  formalin  spray  and  lamps. 
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Housing  . 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected 

during  1938 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process 

nil 

of  erection  at  31st  December,  1938 

Number  of  houses  erected  by 

50  out  of  70 
in  contract 

private  enterprise  during  1938 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  as 

146  houses 

4 Flats 

defined  by  Housing  Act,  1936 

3 

Hemel  Hempstead  Borough. 


Water  Supply- 


Sewage  Disposal 


Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal. 

Infectious  Diseases  . 


Housing  . 


Hertford  Borough. 

Water  Supply 


Sewage  Disposal 


Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal. 

Infectious  Diseases  . 


Housing 


Adequate  supply  from  two  borings  for  whole 
district  ; not  chlorinated  ; bacteriologically 
examined  fortnightly. 

Public  system  except  for  outlying  farms  and 
cottages  ; disposal  works  at  Bennett's  End  ; 
sewage  is  pumped  from  Apsley  and  passes 
through  sedimentation  tanks  and  percolating 
filters,  and  is  finally  treated  by  broad  irrigation. 

Weekly  collection  in  covered  mechanical  con- 
veyances ; controlled  tipping. 

Cases  to  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  ; swabs  sent 
to  laboratory  at  Hill  End  Hospital.  Anti- 
toxin supplied  from  Public  Health  Department ; 
steam  disinfector  at  Isolation  Hospital. 
Immunization  Scheme  provided.  Houses  dis- 
infected by  formalin  spray  and  lamps. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  nil 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  ....  nil 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  ......  226 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  as  defined  by 
Housing  Act,  1936  .....  8 

Adequate  supply  for  whole  district  from  boreholes 
in  chalk,  owned  by  Corporation  ; none  of  which 
is  chlorinated,  or  treated  in  any  way  ; monthly 
bacteriological  examinations ; half-yearly  chemical 
and  bacteriological  examinations. 

Public  system  for  whole  district  ; disposal  works 
within  eastern  boundary  of  borough  consist 
of  detritus  tanks,  sedimentation  tanks, 
activated  sludge  tanks,  and  sludge  digestion, 

Weekly,  in  covered  freighter ; disposal  by  con- 
trolled tipping. 

Cases  to  East  Herts  Isolation  Hospital  ; swabs 
examined  at  laboratory  at  Hertford  County 
Hospital.  Diphtheria  antitoxin  at  The  Castle. 
Steam  disinfector  at  Isolation  Hospital  ; houses 
disinfected  with  formaldehyde. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  64 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  ....  nil 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  . . . . . .47 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  31st  December, 

1938,  as  defined  by  Housing  Act,  1936  . 8 
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Hitchin. 

Water  Supply  . . With  the  exception  of  a few  isolated  cases  on  the 

outskirts  of  the  district,  the  whole  of  Hitchin 
obtains  its  water  from  a piped  supply  owned  by 
the  Council. 

The  water  is  obtained  from  one  shallow  well 
(Bath  Spring)  and  two  deep  wells  (Well  Head 
and  Temple  End),  situated  at  Charlton,  a hamlet 
on  the  south-west  side  of  the  district.  The 
sub-soil  of  the  district  is  chalk,  the  supply  of 
water  plentiful  and  even  in  times  of  drought  has 
shown  no  serious  signs  of  diminution.  In  addition 
to  the  town,  the  Council  also  supply  water  to  the 
areas  of  Ickleford,  Cadwell,  St.  Ippolyts,  Gosmore 
and  Little  Almshoe  in  the  Hitchin  Rural  District. 
Water  chlorinated  ; examinations  fortnightly. 
Last  examination  satisfactory. 

Sewage  Disposal  . Public  system  for  whole  district  except  Chariton 

and  a few  isolated  houses  ; disposal  works  at 
Grove  Road  consist  of  tanks  and  percolating 
filters.  System  also  serves  a few  scattered  houses 
outside  the  Urban  District. 

The  collection  and  disposal  of  house  refuse  is  under 
the  control  and  supervision  of  the  Sanitary 
Inspector.  Trade  and  market  refuse  is  also 
collected  and  disposed  of  by  this  department. 
Collection  is  carried  out  by  three  low-loading  motor 
freighters  of  7 cubic  yards  capacity,  each  vehicle 
being  served  by  a driver  and  three  men. 

Refuse  is  disposed  of  by  means  of  controlled  tipping 
at  St.  John's  Road  tip. 

Cases  sent  by  arrangement  with  the  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital  ; antitoxins  supplied  free  of  cost. 
Steam  disinfector  at  Isolation  Hospital  ; house 
disinfection  by  spraying  disinfected  fluid  followed 
by  formaldehyde  gas  fumigation. 


Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal. 


Infectious  Diseases  . 


Housing  . . Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  nil 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  ....  nil 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  ......  186 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  as  defined  by 
Housing  Act,  1936  . . . . .20 


LIoddesdon. 

Water  Supply  . The  northern  part  of  the  district  formerly  in  the 

parish  of  Great  Amwell  is  served  by  the  Metro- 
politan Water  Board.  Water  subject  to  dual 
filtration  and  chlorination  ; daily  bacterio- 
logical examinations.  The  remainder  of  the 
district  is  served  by  the  Council’s  water  from  two 
deep  wells  in  chalk,  one  at  Hoddesdon  and  one 
at  Broxbourne.  A new  deep  well  has  been  dug 
and  it  is  anticipated  that  the  additional  supply 
thus  afforded  will  be  sufficient  for  the  growing 
needs  of  the  district  for  many  years.  Work  in 
connection  with  this  scheme  will  be  commenced 
in  1939.  Some  100  houses  in  the  rural  parts  of 
the  district  obtain  supplies  from  wells  and  springs. 
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Sewage  Disposal 


Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal 


Infectious  Diseases  . 


Housing 


Lbtchworth. 

Water  Supply- 


Sewage  Disposal 


Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal. 

Infectious  Diseases  . 


Work  in  connection  with  sewering  the  northern  part 
of  the  district  is  proceeding.  One  short  length 
linking  up  to  the  recently  extended  Ware  Rural 
District  Council  Sewer  has  been  laid  and  it  is 
anticipated  that  20  houses  formerly  served  by 
cesspools  will  be  connected  to  this.  Tenders  for 
the  construction  of  further  sewer  extensions  will 
shortly  be  invited.  The  remainder  of  the  district 
(except  for  houses  in  undeveloped  and  low-lying 
parts  of  the  area)  is  sewered.  Sewage  disposal 
works  consisting  of  detritus,  settling  tanks, 
contact  beds,  and  percolating  filters  serve  the  old 
urban  district  area.  Sewage  from  Broxbourne 
and  Wormley  is  disposed  of  by  broad  irrigation 
at  the  sewage  farms.  Extensive  improvements 
have  been  carried  out  at  these  two  farms. 

Weekly  collection  from  practically  the  whole  of  the 
district  by  low-loading — dustless  type — S.D. 
freighter.  Refuse  disposal  of  in  refuse  destructor 
and  by  controlled  tipping. 

Cases  of  East  Herts  Isolation  Hospitals,  where 
clothing  is  disinfected  ; swabs  sent  to  Hertford 
County  Hospital.  Diphtheria  antitoxin  kept  at 
Council  Offices.  Formalin  disinfection  of  houses. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  nil 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  ....  nil 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  . . . . . .56 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  at  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1938,  as  defined  by  Housing  Act,  1936  20 

Adequate  supply  for  whole  district  from  pumping 
stations  at  Baldock  Road  and  Willian  Road, 
reservoir  at  Weston  Hill  ; also  supplies  part 
of  Hitchin  Rural  District  and  Baldock  Urban. 
Water  not  chlorinated,  but  complete  chlorination 
plant  has  been  installed  at  both  pumping  stations  ; 
standard  of  purity  of  water  is  high  ; examinations 
monthly. 

Whole  district  served  except  for  few  houses  and 
farms  in  isolated  positions  ; separate  systems 
for  sewage  and  surface  water ; sewage  to  sewage 
works  and  surface  water  empties  into  Pix  Brook. 
Disposal  works  just  beyond  north-western 
boundary  in  Biggleswade  R.D.C.,  consist  of 
settling  tanks,  with  primary  and  secondary 
filtration  ; effluent  discharged  into  Pix  Brook. 

House  refuse  weekly,  trade  refuse  daily  in  some 
instances  ; covered  freighters  ; disposal  by 
controlled  tipping. 

Cases  admitted  to  Hospital  of  North  Herts  Joint 
Board  ; swabs  sent  to  Thresh  and  Beale, 
London  ; antitoxin  kept  at  Isolation  Hospital. 
Steam  disinfector  at  Isolation  Hospital  ; dis- 
infection of  houses  carried  out  by  Sanitary 
Inspector. 
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Housing 


Rickmansworth. 
Water  Supply 


Sewage  Disposal 


Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal. 


Infectious  Diseases  . 


Housing 


Royston. 


Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  nil 
Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  ....  nil 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  ......  370 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  as  defined  by 
Housing  Act,  1936  .....  1 

Adequate  supply  for  practically  whole  district 
from  Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley 
Water  Co.  and  the  Colne  Valley  Water  Co.  ; 
chlorination  plants  installed ; chlorination 
and  frequent  examinations.  A few  isolated  houses 
supplied  from  wells. 

Public  scheme  for  whole  district  with  the  exception 
of  the  parish  of  West  Hyde,  the  new  estates  at 
Croxley  Green  and  isolated  houses.  The  sewage 
from  the  houses  on  the  new  estates  at  Croxley 
Green  is  carried  by  combined  drains  to  temporary 
disposal  works  pending  completion  of  Colne 
Valley  scheme.  The  sewage  from  the  public 
sewers  gravitates  to  the  pumping  stations  and  is 
pumped  to  the  sewage  farm,  where  it  is  treated 
by  broad  irrigation.  Pail  closets  at  West  Hyde 
scavenged  weekly  by  contract. 

Weekly  in  covered  mechanical  vehicles,  the  whole 
being  done  by  direct  labour.  Refuse  disposal 
by  controlled  tipping. 

Cases  to  Watford  Joint  Isolation  Hospital  ; swabs 
sent  to  Peace  Memorial  Hospital  Laboratory, 
Watford  ; antitoxin  kept  at  Council  Offices  and 
Police  Station.  Infected  clothing  sent  for  disinfec- 
tion to  Isolation  Hospital  ; house  disinfection 
carried  out  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  52 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  ....  nil 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  ......  545 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  as  defined  by 
Housing  Act,  1936  .....  3 


Water  Supply 

Sewage  Disposal 

Scavenging 
Infectious  Diseases  . 

Housing 


Adequate  public  supply  for  whole  district  ; not 
chlorinated  ; occasional  examination  ; high 
standard  of  purity  ; examinations  satisfactory. 

Public  system  for  whole  district  ; a few  cesspools 
and  earth-closets  on  outskirts. 

Weekly  collection  in  whole  district. 

Cases  to  North  Herts  Joint  Hospital  at  Letchworth  > 
swabs  and  antitoxin  paid  for  if  necessary. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  nil 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  ....  nil 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  . . . . . .17 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  as  defined  by 
Housing  Act,  1936  ..... 


1 
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St.  Albans  City. 
Water  Supply 

Sewage  Disposal 


Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal 

Infectious  Diseases  . 


Housing 


Sawbridgeworth. 
Water  Supply 


Sewage  Disposal 

Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal. 

Infectious  Diseases  . 

Housing 


Adequate  supply  for  whole  district  from  St.  Albans 
Water  Works  Co.  ; parts  of  surrounding  districts 
also  supplied.  Chlorination  plant  to  be  installed, 
bacteriological  standard  is  satisfactory. 

Public  system  for  whole  district,  except  the  added 
areas  which  are  chiefly  served  by  cesspools  ; 
sewers  have  been  laid  in  some  of  the  added  areas, 
thereby  eliminating  cesspools  ; sewage  disposal 
works  at  Park  Street  consist  of  septic  tanks  with 
sprinklers  and  primary  and  secondary  filtration  ; 
some  extension  of  the  system  is  contemplated. 

Weekly  collection  in  covered  mechanical  convey- 
ance, daily  in  shopping  area.  Pulverizing  and 
salvage  plant ; pulverized  refuse  sold  ; tins 
baled  and  sold. 

Cases  admitted  to  St.  Albans  Isolation  Hospital ; 
swabs  sent  to  Clinical  Research  Association 
and  Hill  End  ; antitoxin  provided  by  Council. 
Steam  disinfector  at  Isolation  Hospital  ; houses 
disinfected  by  formalin  lamps.  Scheme  for 
immunization  against  diphtheria  inaugurated 
Midsummer,  1935. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  nil 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  ....  nil 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  ......  368 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  as  defined  by 
Housing  Act,  1936  . . . . .33 


Adequate  supply  for  whole  district,  with  the 
exception  of  the  outlying  hamlet  of  Spelbrook, 
from  the  Herts  and  Essex  Waterworks  Co.  ; 
not  chlorinated,  water  examined  monthly  ; good 
standard  of  purity  ; shallow  wells  at  Spelbrook. 

Public  system  for  whole  district,  with  exception  of 
Spelbrook ; sewage  by  gravitation  to  sewage 
works.  Disposal  works  in  south-east  of  district 
consist  of  septic  tanks  and  filter  beds  ; effluent 
to  River  Stort. 

Once  weekly  collection  in  covered  horse-drawn 
conveyance  ; partly  controlled  tipping. 

Cases  admitted  to  East  Herts  Isolation  Hospital  ; 
swabs  sent  to  the  County  Laboratory  at  Hill 
End  ; antitoxin  kept  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 
Steam  disinfector  at  Isolation  Hospital ; house 
disinfection  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  26 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  3st  December,  1938  ....  4 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  . . . . . .34 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1938,  as  defined  by  Housing  Act,  1936  4 
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Stevenage. 

Water  Supply- 


Sewage  Disposal 


Good  and  adequate  supply  of  drinking  water  is 
obtainable  from  the  pumping  station  at  Bromin 
Green.  Water  not  chlorinated,  monthly  examina- 
tions ; satisfactory  standard  of  purity.  The 
pumping  station  at  Rook’s  Nest  is  now  used  only 
occasionally. 

Public  system  for  whole  town  except  few  houses 
on  outskirts.  Disposal  works  are  to  the  south  of 
the  town,  adjoining  Great  North  Road.  Consists 
of  filter  beds. 


Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal. 

Infectious  Diseases  . 


Housing 


Tring. 

Water  Supply 


Weekly  collection  in  covered  conveyances ; partly 
controlled. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  are  sent  to  North  Herts 
Joint  Hospital.  Swabs,  etc.,  sent  to  the  laboratory 
at  Hill  End  Hospital.  Antitoxin  provided  in 
necessitous  cases.  No  steam  disinfector  pro- 
vided. Rooms  disinfected  by  formaldehyde 
vapour  or  spray. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  nil 
Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  ....  4 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  ......  nil 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  as  defined  by 
Housing  Act,  1936  .....  nil 


Adequate  supply  from  Chiltern  Hills  Spring  Water 
Co.  available  for  whole  district  except  Bulbourne 
hamlet,  but  a few  houses  are  not  connected  ; 
water  not  chlorinated  ; occasional  examination  ; 
bacteriologically  of  satisfactory  standard  ; deep 
wells  and  also  some  shallow  wells  at  Bulbourne. 
Adjoining  district  also  supplied  with  Company's 
water. 


Sewage  Disposal 


Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal. 

Infectious  Diseases  . 


Housing 


Public  system  for  whole  district,  except  outlying 
hamlets  ; disposal  works  on  west  side  of  Tring 
Ford  Reservoir.  Sewage  pumped  to  high  level 
after  having  passed  through  screening  and  settling 
tanks,  and  is  treated  by  broad  irrigation  ; land 
is  under-drained,  and  effluent  runs  into  a brook 
running  into  Tring  Ford  Reservoir. 

Weekly  collection  in  covered  horse-drawn  con- 
veyance ; partly  controlled  tipping. 

Cases  to  Urban  District  Isolation  Hospital ; swabs, 
etc.,  sent  to  Clinical  Research  Association  ; anti- 
toxin at  office  of  Sanitary  Inspector.  Immuniza  - 
tion  scheme  against  diphtheria  adopted.  Steam 
disinfector  at  Isolation  Hospital ; houses  dis- 
infected with  formalin  lamps. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  nil 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  ....  nil 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  . . . . . .18 


69 


Ware. 

Water  Supply- 


Sewage  Disposal 


Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal. 


Housing 


Watford  Borough. 
Water  Supply 


Sewage  Disposal 


Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal. 


Number  of  houses  overcrowded  as  defined  by 
Housing  Act,  1936  .....  3 

have  “ \ person” 
over  standard 


The  supply,  which  is  publicly  owned,  has  always 
been  satisfactory  in  quality  and  quantity.  There 
are  two  deep  wells  sunk  in  the  chalk  ; chlorina- 
tion has  been  installed  in  both  stations,  quarterly 
examinations  ; satisfactory  standard.  Consider- 
able improvements  have  been  made  in  recent 
years  by  the  division  of  the  town  into  high  and 
low-level  zones. 

Practically  the  whole  district  is  sewered.  The 
sewage  gravitates  to  the  pumping  station  at 
Stanstead  Abbotts,  in  the  Ware  Rural  District. 
This  has  been  reconstructed  and  new  centrifugal 
pumps,  in  duplicate,  each  of  a capacity  of  1,000 
gallons  per  minute  are  installed.  From  here  it  is 
lifted  to  the  sewage  farm  near  Rye  House  (131 
acres)  and  distributed  by  broad  irrigation. 
There  are  30  houses  with  cesspools  and  these  are 
emptied  free  by  the  Council.  There  are  still 
25  houses  with  pail  closets  and  one  with  a 
chemical  closet,  and  these  are  also  emptied 
weekly  by  the  Council.  The  Council  also  disposes 
of  the  sewage  of  the  parishes  of  Wadesmill  and 
Stanstead  St.  Margarets. 

Refuse  is  collected  weekly  in  two  covered  mechanical 
conveyances  and  is  disposed  of  by  controlled 
tipping  ; land  in  the  valley  between  the  railway 
and  the  river  is  being  lifted  5 feet  by  this  means. 

. Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  38 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  ....  nil 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  . . . . . .36 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded,  31st  Decem- 
ber, 1938,  as  defined  by  Housing  Act,  1936  6 


There  are  two  supplies  of  drinking  water.  The 
Corporation  has  two  wells,  one  at  Watford  Fields 
and  the  other  at  Grove  Mill.  The  bacteriological 
reports  on  these  supplies  state  that  they  possess  a 
high  degree  of  purity.  Corporation  supply  is 
treated  with  chloramine  and  all  workers  in 
contact  with  water  supply  are  given  three  tests 
to  ascertain  whether  they  are  enteric  “ carriers  ”. 

Public  System  for  whole  district.  Disposal  works 
at  Holywell  Farm,  and  Cassio  Bridge  Farm, 
for  system  of  intermittent  downward  filtration. 
Garston  is  now  served  with  the  exception  of 
First  and  Second  Avenues.  There  are  cesspools 
and  pail-closets  in  the  added  area  of  Leavesden. 

Collection  once  per  week  in  covered  mechanical 
conveyances  ; in  special  cases  collection  once 
daily  ; disposal  by  destructor. 
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Infectious  Diseases  . 


Housing 


Welwyn  Garden  City. 
Water  Supply 


Sewage  Disposal 


Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal. 

Infectious  Diseases  . 


Housing 


Cases  admitted  to  Isolation  Hospital ; swabs  now 
sent  to  Peace  Memorial  Hospital ; antitoxin 
kept  at  Council  Offices.  Steam  disinfector  at 
Isolation  Hospital ; houses  disinfected  by 
Sanitary  Inspectors  with  formalin  and  spraying. 
Isolation  Hospital  has  been  enlarged  to  100  beds 
in  accordance  with  the  Scheme  of  the  County 
Council,  and  more  cubicles  are  being  added  for 
scarlet  fever  cases.  Central  heating  has  been 
installed  and  an  operating  theatre  provided. 
Cases  are  admitted  from  other  districts. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  120 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  ....  nil 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private 

enterprise  during  1938  . . 574  houses 

133  flats 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  as  defined  by 
Housing  Act,  1936  . . . . .17 


Adequate  supply  from  deep  boreholes  in  the 
chalk  of  the  Mimram  Valley ; whole  district 
served  except  for  4 premises  which  have  well 
supplies.  Water  not  chlorinated  ; eleven  bacteri- 
ological examinations  during  1938  showed  a high 
standard  of  purity.  A bulk  supply  is  given  to  the 
Rural  District  of  Welwyn.  The  Water  Under- 
taking is  owned  and  operated  by  the  Urban 
District  Council. 

Via  public  sewers  for  whole  district  except  the  village 
of  Hatfield  Hyde  and  about  twenty  outlying 
cottages.  Disposal  works  are  situate  in  the 
Black  Fan  Valley,  and  consist  of  detritus  tanks, 
screening  chambers,  sedimentation  tanks,  and 
filters. 

Collection  once  a week  in  covered  motor  vehicles 
and  twice  weekly  from  hotels,  restaurants,  and 
hospital.  Refuse  disposed  of  by  strictly  con- 
trolled tipping.  Sec.  64  of  “ The  Welwyn  Garden 
City  Act,  1932  ” provides  for  all  dwelling-houses 
to  be  provided  with  a regulation  dustbin. 

Cases  admitted  to  the  Sisters  Hospital,  St.  Albans. 
Swabs,  etc.,  sent  to  the  laboratory  at  Hill  End 
Hospital ; antitoxin  kept  at  Cottage  Hospital. 
No  steam  disinfector  in  district  ; clothing  may 
be  sent  to  Sisters  Hospital.  Izal  is  supplied 
to  infected  houses  ; rooms  disinfected  with 
Izal  solution  and  formalin  lamps. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  94 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  . . . .38 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  ......  298 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  at  end  of  year 
as  defined  by  Housing  Act,  1936  . . nil 
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Rural  Districts . 
Barnet. 

Water  Supply- 

Sewage  Disposal 


Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal 

Infectious  Diseases  . 

Housing 


Berkhamsted. 

Water  Supply  , 

Sewage  Disposal 

Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal. 

Infectious  Diseases  . 

Housing  . 


Adequate  supply  for  greater  part  of  district  from 
Barnet  District  Gas  and  Water  Co.,  and  Colne 
Valley  Water  Co.  ; water  chlorinated  and 
frequently  examined.  Middlesex  Mental  Colony 
supplied  from  own  wells. 

The  developed  part  of  district  has  public  system. 
There  are  three  disposal  works  at  St.  Catherine 
Bourne,  Shenley,  Tilehouse  Farm,  Boreham 
Wood,  and  Medburn  Farm,  Elstree.  The  two 
former  have  sedimentation  tanks  and  percolating 
filters  and  humus  tanks,  and  the  latter  has 
sedimentation  tanks  and  treatment  by  broad 
irrigation.  A few  houses  in  Borough  of  Hendon 
are  served  by  the  system. 

Weekly  collection  in  all  the  area  by  covered  con- 
veyance. House  refuse  disposed  of  by  controlled 
tipping. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  to  Barnet  Joint  Isolation 
Hospital ; swabs  examined  at  Clinical  Research 
Association.  Antitoxin  provided  as  required. 
Steam  disinfector  at  Isolation  Hospital.  Houses 
disinfected  by  formalin  lamps  or  spray. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  36 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  . . . nil 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private 

enterprise  during  1938  . . . 139 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  as  de- 
fined by  Housing  Act,  1936  . . none 

known 

Considerable  part  of  district  served  by  Great 
Berkhamsted  Waterworks  Co.,  Chiltern  Hills 

Spring  Water  Co.,  and  Ashridge  Water  Co.  ; 
water  not  chlorinated  ; supply  also  obtained 
from  private  wells. 

Public  system  for  part  of  district.  Cesspools  and 
earth-closets.  Long  Marston  and  Wilstone  broad 
irrigation. 

Fortnightly  collection  at  Northchurch  and  Potten 
End  ; monthly  and  two-monthly  at  other 
districts.  Covered  conveyance  for  Northchurch 
and  Potten  End. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  sent  to  Aldbury  Isolation 
Hospital.  Examination  of  swabs  provided  for. 
Council  pays  for  antitoxin  obtained  by  medical 
practitioners.  Scheme  for  immunization  against 
diphtheria  adopted.  No  steam  disinfector  avail- 
able ; houses  disinfected  by  formalin  lamp. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  10 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  ....  nil 

Council  applying  for  sanction  to  erect  8 cottages 
at  Aldbury. 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  . . . . . .40 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  as  defined  by 
Housing  Act,  1936  ..... 
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Braughing. 

Water  Supply  . Ardeley,  Cottered,  Throcking,  Buckland,  Anstey, 

Meesden,  Hormead,  Westmill,  Brent,  Stocking, 
and  Furneaux  Pelham,  Buntingford,  Aspenden, 
and  Much  Hadham  have  piped  supply  ; water 
not  chlorinated  ; examinations  show  a satis- 
factory standard  of  purity  ; parts  of  High  Wych 
and  Albury  have  also  piped  supply.  Remainder  of 
parishes  supplied  by  shallow  wells.  The  whole 
district  will  soon  be  served  by  a piped  supply. 

Sewage  Disposal  . Buntingford,  Much  Hadham,  and  parts  of  High 

Wych  and  Braughing  and  Cottered  have  public 
sewers.  Remainder  of  parishes — disposal  upon 
gardens  and  into  ditches. 

Refuse  Collection  and  Buntingford — weekly  collection  and  destruction  by 

Disposal  burying.  Much  Hadham — weekly  collection, 

also  collected  at  Braughing  and  High  Wych. 
Remaining  parishes  quarterly  by  collection  of 
indestructible  refuse  and  dumping  into  pits 
when  weather  conditions  allow  access  to  the  pits. 

Infectious  Diseases  , Cases  sent  to  East  Herts  Isolation  Hospitals. 

Swabs  examined  at  Hill  End.  Antitoxin 
kept  at  Sanitary  Inspector’s  Office,  Bunting- 
ford. Infected  clothing  disinfected  by  steam  at 
Isolation  Hospital.  Houses  disinfected  by 
formaldehyde. 

Housing  . . Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  22 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  . . . .24 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  . . . . . .22 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  at  end  of 
year  as  defined  by  Housing  Act,  1936  . 15 

EIatfield. 

Water  Supply  . Public  supply  for  the  greater  part  of  the  area 

including  Essendon  from  the  mains  of  the  Barnet 
District  Gas  and  Water  Co.  The  rural  areas  are 
served  by  springs  and  wells  privately  owned. 
Water  has  been  taken  to  Lemsford  and 
Stanborough. 

During  1938,  eighteen  samples  of  water  were  taken 
from  wells  and  other  sources.  Of  these,  seventeen 
were  found  to  be  satisfactory  and  one  unsatis- 
factory. Mains  have  now  been  laid  to  the 
Rookery,  and  West  End,  Essendon. 

Water  supplied  by  the  Barnet  District  Gas  and 
Water  Co.  is  chlorinated  before  delivery  to  the 
consumers  at  North  Mimms.  There  is  no 
chlorination  of  the  Roe  Green  water  supply. 

Extensive  alterations  are  being  carried  out  at  this 
pumping  station. 

Sewage  Disposal  . Public  system  of  sewers  for  a large  portion  of  the 

District,  elsewhere  cesspools  and  earth  pails. 
The  Council  generally  give  two  free  cleansings  of 
cesspools  annually,  but  in  special  cases  the  service 
is  extended. 
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Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal. 


Infectious  Diseases  . 


Housing 


Hemel  Hempstead. 
Water  Supply- 


Sewage  Disposal 


Refuse  Collection  and 

Disposal. 


Infectious  Diseases  . 


Housing 


Work  is  in  progress  for  the  draining  of  Nast  Hyde, 
Stanborough,  and  part  of  Hatfield  and  includes 
the  enlargement  of  the  Sewage  Disposal  Works  at 
Mill  Green,  three  new  pumping  stations  and  rising 
mains  and  several  lengths  of  sewer. 

A scheme  for  the  sewering  of  the  Parish  of  Northaw 
has  been  sanctioned  by  the  Ministry  of  Health. 

Weekly  collection  generally  ; twice  weekly  in  some 
parts  of  Hatfield  Town  ; covered  conveyances 
always  used  ; service  being  extended  ; disposal 
by  controlled  tipping. 

Cases  sent  by  arrangement  to  East  Herts  Isolation 
Hospital  ; examination  of  swabs  paid  for  in 
necessitous  cases ; antitoxin  supplied  where 
required  ; no  steam  disinfection.  Rooms  and 
clothing  are  disinfected  with  formalin. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  32 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  ....  nil 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  ......  221 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  as  defined  by 
Housing  Act,  1936  . . . . .29 


A considerable  part  of  the  district  has  a public 
supply  from  various  sources,  all  from  the  chalk. 
Water  from  the  two  Council  wells  at  Great 
Gaddesden  is  chlorinated  ; chemical  and 
bacteriological  examination  of  all  supplies 
annually.  Outlying  portions  have  private  wells 
and  filtered  rainwater. 

Water  carriage  system  for  portions  of  the  district 
cesspools,  and  earth-closets.  Disposal  works  at 
King’s  Langley  and  Markyate  by  double  or 
single  filtration  and  percolating  filters  and  at 
Flamstead  and  Flaunden  treatment  by  dis- 
charging on  to  land. 

Weekly  or  fortnightly  collection  for  most  of 

district  by  mechanical  conveyance  with  Council’s 
men  ; disposal  by  controlled  and  partly  con- 
trolled tipping. 

Cases  of  infectious  disease  to  Hemel  Hempstead 
Isolation  Hospital ; swabs  to  Clinical  Research 
Association  ; antitoxin  kept  at  office  of  Sanitary 
Inspector  ; Immunization  Scheme  adopted ; 
disinfector  at  Isolation  Hospital  used  when 
required  ; house  disinfection  by  sanitary  staff. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  8 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  ....  nil 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  ......  102 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  as  defined  by 
Housing  Act,  1936  ..... 
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Hertford 

Water  Supply 

Sewage  Disposal 

Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal. 

Infectious  Diseases  . 

Housing 


Hitchin. 

Water  Supply 


Public  supply  for  practically  the  whole  of  the 
district.  Main  services  ; boreholes  at  Aston 
and  Little  Berkhamsted,  but  water  also 
bought  in  bulk  from  Welwyn  R.D.C.  Metro- 
politan Water  Board  supplies  Little  Amwell. 
Quarterly  (or  more  frequent)  examinations  ; 
standard  of  purity  satisfactory. 

Public  system  for  parts  of  district.  At  Little 
Amwell  and  Aston  open  tanks,  filters,  and  broad 
irrigation.  At  Walkern  sedimentation  tank  and 
broad  irrigation.  At  Tewin  sedimentation  tank 
and  sub-irrigation.  Open  tanks,  filters  and 
sprinkler  at  Little  Berkhamsted.  In  other 
parts  of  district  cesspools  and  pail-closets. 

No  collection  except  at  Little  Amwell.  In  the  rest 
of  the  district  tins  only  are  collected  by  the 
Parish  Councils. 

Cases  to  East  Herts  Isolation  Hospital  ; swabs, 
etc.,  sent  to  laboratory  at  Hill  End  Hospital  ; 
antitoxin  kept  at  Isolation  Hospital  ; steam 
disinfector  at  Isolation  Hospital  ; houses  dis- 
infected by  formaldehyde. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  58 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  . . . .nil 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  . . . . . .27 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  at  end  of  year 
as  defined  by  Housing  Act,  1936  . . nil 


Good  progress  was  made  during  the  year  in  connec- 
tion with  the  provision  of  a piped  supply  through- 
out the  District.  In  December,  the  supply  for 
the  Eastern  area  was  made  available,  adding  the 
parishes  of  Barley,  Barkway,  Nuthampstead, 
Reed,  Therfield,  Kelshall,  Sandon,  Rushden,  and 
Wallington  to  the  17  parishes  already  so 
supplied,  making  a total  of  26  parishes  out  of  a 
total  of  33  with  a piped  supply. 

Mains  were  all  laid  awaiting  the  completion  of  the 
water  tower  for  the  Western  area  which  when 
available  for  use  will  leave  only  two  parishes  in 
the  District  without  a main  supply. 

Water  is  obtained  from  the  following  sources  : — 

Boreholes  at  Codicote,  Pirton,  Wymondley,  Weston, 
Kings  Walden,  and  Chipping  in  .Braughing 
District  to  supply  the  Eastern  area. 

Bulk  supply  taken  from  Hitchin  U.D.C.,  Stevenage 
U.D.C.,  Hertford  R.D.C. 

Private  undertakings — Knebworth  Estate  and 
Bygrave  Estate. 

Quarterly  samples  for  bacterial  examination 
were  taken  from  all  public  supplies  during  the 
year.  This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  Public 
Health  Department  and  reports  submitted  to  the 
Council.  All  public  supplies  are  satisfactory. 
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Chlorination  will  be  carried  out  at  the  Kings  Walden 
pumping  station  ; this  will  supersede  the  plant  at 
Breachwood  Green,  where  it  was  reported  last 
year  that  chlorination  was  necessary. 

Sewage  Disposal  . In  pursuance  of  the  Council’s  policy  following  the 

spreadover  of  special  rate  charges,  a special 
Committee  has  considered  the  need  of  the  District 
in  relation  to  sewers  and  sewage  disposal.  In 
additional  to  the  schemes  already  in  operation 
at  the  nine  small  sewage  disposal  works,  Messrs. 
Balfour  and  Sons,  Consulting  Engineers  to  the 
County  Council,  have  prepared  schemes  for 
Breachwood  Green,  Whitwell,  and  Kimpton,  while 
schemes  are  in  course  of  preparation  for  Ickleford, 
Knebworth  (disposal  works),  Gravely,  and 
Wymondley. 

A public  inquiry  was  held  with  reference  to  the 
proposed  joint  scheme  for  Breachwood  Green, 
Whitwell,  and  Kimpton,  and  it  is  anticipated 
that  work  will  commence  early  in  1939. 

Extensions  of  sewer  were  carried  out  at  Gosmore 
and  at  the  same  time  an  old  defective  sewer  in 
that  area  was  replaced. 

Refuse  Collection  and  This  service  is  under  the  direction  of  the  Public 

Health  Department.  It  is  carried  out  by  direct 
labour  with  the  use  of  a specially  constructed 
vehicle.  There  is  a weekly  collection  of  house 
refuse  at  the  parish  of  Knebworth,  and  a monthly 
collection  of  indestructible  refuse  from  all  other 
premises  throughout  the  area. 

The  Council  have  decided  to  extend  this  service 
during  1939,  to  include  all  house  refuse,  giving 
a weekly  collection  in  the  large  villages  and  at 
least  fortnightly  in  the  smaller  villages.  An 
additional  mechanical  vehicle  is  to  be  acquired  for 
this  purpose. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  72 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  ....  nil 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  . . . . . .33 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  as  defined  by 
Housing  Act,  1936  .....  6 

Public  supply  for  greater  portion  of  district 
from  Harpenden  Water  Co.,  St.  Albans  Water 
Co.,  Barnet  Water  Co.,  Colne  Valley  Water  Co., 
and  public  wells.  Water  from  the  last  three 
sources  is  chlorinated. 

Public  system  for  parts  of  district  ; public  and 
private  cesspools  ; arrangements  can  be  made 
for  emptying  cesspools.  Sewage  disposal 
works  at  Colney  Heath,  London  Colney,  and 
Wheathampstead. 

Weekly  collection  in  covered  mechanical  con- 
veyance except  in  the  case  of  a few  isolated 
properties.  Disposal  by  controlled  tipping. 


Disposal. 


Housing 


St.  Albans. 

Water  Supply  . 


Sewage  Disposal 


Refuse  Collection  anc 

Disposal. 
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Infectious  Diseases  . 

Housing 


Ware. 

Water  Supply 

Sewage  Disposal. 


Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal. 

Infectious  Diseases  . 

Housing 


Watford. 

Water  Supply 

Sewage  Disposal 

Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal. 


Cases  of  infectious  disease  to  St.  Albans  Hospital  ; 
swabs  sent  to  Clinical  Research  Association 
and  Hill  End  laboratory ; antitoxin  supplied 
at  Council’s  expense ; steam  disinfector  at 
St.  Albans  Hospital  ; house  disinfection  by 
sanitary  staff. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  46 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  . . . .64 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  ......  299 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  as  defined  by 
Housing  Act,  1936  . . . . .29 


Great  Amwell  has  a piped  supply  from  the  Metro- 
politan Water  Board  ; the  rest  of  the  district 
will  be  supplied  this  summer  by  a piped  supply 
from  the  new  borehole  at  Puckeridge  which  will 
be  chlorinated. 

Great  Amwell,  St.  Margarets,  and  Stanstead  Abbotts 
are  sewered  and  the  sewage  passes  to  the  Ware 
U.D.C.  pumping  station  and  is  disposed  of  at 
Rye  Meads.  The  sewage  from  High  Cross, 
Wadesmill,  and  Tliundridge  is  pumped  into  the 
Urban  District  Council’s  sewers  at  Ware.  There 
is  also  a sewage  disposal  works  near  Standon  for 
that  part  of  the  district. 

Weekly  collection  in  covered  mechanical  con- 
veyance ; bi-weekly  collection  of  contents  of 
pails  ; disposal  by  tipping. 

Cases  sent  to  East  Herts  Isolation  Hospital ; swabs 
to  laboratory  at  Hill  End  Hospital  ; steam 
disinfector  at  Isolation  Hospital  ; house  dis- 
infection by  formaldehyde. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  66 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  ....  nil 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  ......  19 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  at  end  of  year 
as  defined  by  Housing  Act,  1936,  31st 
December,  1938  .....  nil 

Public  supply  for  the  whole  of  the  district  from 
Rickmansworth  and  Uxbridge  Valley  Water  Co., 
Colne  Valley  Water  Co.,  Watford  Borough,  and 
Heinel  Hempstead  Borough ; few  wells  in 
isolated  parts. 

Public  system  for  more  populous  parts  of  district ; 
cesspools  and  earth-closets.  There  is  a number  of 
sewage  disposal  works  in  the  district,  sewage  is 
also  dealt  with  at  works  in  adjoining  districts. 

Generally  weekly  collection ; in  a few  areas 
fortnightly.  The  parishes  of  Aldenham  and 
Abbots  Langley  have  their  own  public  cleansing 
services.  The  vehicles  used  throughout  the 
district  are  satisfactory.  Disposal  by  controlled 
tipping. 
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Infectious  Diseases  . 

Housing 


Welwyn. 

Water  Supply 


Sewage  Disposal 


Refuse  Collection  and 
Disposal. 

Infectious  Diseases  . 


Cases  of  infectious  disease  to  Joint  Hospital  at 
W^atford  ; swabs  to  Clinical  Research  Association  ; 
antitoxin  kept  at  Council  Offices.  Steam  dis- 
infector at  Isolation  Hospital  ; house  disinfection 
carried  out  by  Sanitary  Inspector. 

Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  nil 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  ....  nil 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  ......  391 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  as  defined  by 
Housing  Act,  1936  . . . . .11 

Main  supply  available  for  practically  the  whole 
of  the  district  except  Parish  of  Ayot  St.  Lawrence 
and  wholly  undeveloped  portions  of  other 
parishes.  The  supply  for  the  parish  of  Welwyn 
is  obtained  in  bulk  from  Welwyn  Garden  City 
Waterworks  and  is  distributed  through  two 
water  towers  and  two  reservoirs.  A small  area 
in  the  N.W.  corner  of  the  parish  is  supplied 
with  water  by  Hitchin  R.D.C.  The  parish  of 
Ayot  St.  Peter  and  Queen  Victoria  Memorial 
Hospital  are  supplied  from  Welwyn  Water- 
works. Private  wells  supply  water  in  the  parish 
of  Ayot  St.  Lawrence.  During  1938,  thirty- two 
samples  of  water  were  collected  and  submitted  for 
analysis.  Of  these,  1 1 were  samples  of  private 
supplies,  and  several  were  found  to  be  unsatis- 
factory. Steps  were  taken  to  effect  improve- 
ment by  protection  of  wells  and  improvement  of 
surroundings.  In  one  case  a well  was  condemned 
and  replaced  by  a new  borehole  which  proved  to 
be  satisfactory.  Samples  from  the  public  supplies 
are  submitted  at  least  monthly ; reports  are 
satisfactory.  No  public  water  supply  is 
chlorinated. 

There  are  public  sewers  and  a disposal  works  in 
Welwyn  and  these  serve  the  area  around  the 
older  portion  of  the  town  including  all  the 
housing  schemes  at  Welwyn. 

There  are  sewers  and  a disposal  works  at  Woolmer 
Green. 

Other  areas  in  this  district  are  drained  mainly  to 
cesspools  and  septic  tanks. 

Earth  closets  remain  only  in  the  oldest  cottages, 
principally  in  the  parishes  of  Ayot  St.  Peter 
and  Ayot  St.  Lawrence. 

Weekly  collection  throughout  the  district.  Covered 
mechanically  propelled  vehicle  is  used.  Disposal 
by  carefully  controlled  tipping. 

The  Council  is  one  of  the  contributing  Authorities 
to  the  North  Herts  Joint  Hospitals  Board,  and 
cases  of  Infectious  Diseases  are  sent  to  the 
Board’s  Isolation  Hospital  at  Letch  worth. 
Swabs  are  sent  to  the  Hill  End  Hospital 
Laboratory  : Antitoxins  are  kept  at  the  Welwyn 
Hospital.  There  is  no  steam  disinfector  in 
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Welwyn,  but  occasionally  articles  are  sent  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital  for  disinfection.  Houses 
are  disinfected  by  spraying  with  Izal  and  fumiga- 
tion with  formalin.  Izal  disinfectant  is  supplied 
as  necessary. 

Housing  . . Number  of  Council  houses  erected  during  1938  nil 

Number  of  Council  houses  in  process  of  erection 
at  31st  December,  1938  ....  nil 

Number  of  houses  erected  by  private  enterprise 
during  1938  . . . . . .13 

Number  of  houses  overcrowded  as  defined  by 
Housing  Act,  1936  .....  3 

DISPOSAL  OF  HOUSE  REFUSE : DUMPS 

The  disposal  of  house  refuse  in  the  County  shows  a striking 
improvement  compared  with  the  conditions  which  existed  some 
years  ago.  When  adequate  labour  and  soil  for  convering  are 
available,  and  when  attention  is  paid  to  the  depth,  face,  and 
covering  of  the  deposited  refuse,  not  only  is  nuisance  eliminated 
but  low-lying  sites  and  unsightly  excavations  can  be  so  treated  as 
to  give  a level  site  which  can  be  put  to  some  practical  use.  In 
the  following  report  Mr.  Dubbin  gives  information  as  to  the 
present  condition  of  refuse  dumps  in  the  County. 

The  supervision  of  refuse  disposal  in  the  County  continues 
to  require  constant  attention,  as  contractors  are  finding  it  increas- 
ingly difficult  to  dispose  of  refuse — a great  deal  of  it  produced 
outside  the  County — which  includes  house  refuse,  old  building 
material,  soil  from  Tube  Railway  extensions,  sewers,  building 
foundations,  etc.  A number  of  sites  have  been  licensed  under 
the  County  Council  Act,  1935,  but  a good  deal  of  unauthorized 
dumping  takes  place,  some  apparently  during  the  night  and  at 
unfrequented  spots. 

The  Local  Authorities'  house  refuse  disposal  works  are 
systematically  inspected  and  their  condition  is  gradually  improv- 
ing, but  a few  unfortunately  show  no  improvement.  The  Officers 
in  charge  work  in  ready  co-operation,  but  where  conditions  are 
not  satisfactory  it  is  very  often  owing  to  shortage  of  money 
allocated  for  the  purpose. 

There  are  44  known  house  refuse  dumps,  which  are  graded  as 
follows:  22  graded  A,  under  systematic  control;  19  graded  B, 
partly  controlled;  3 graded  C,  no  control — this  includes  two  small 
dumps,  principally  tins.  Added  to  these  there  are  quite  a number 
of  scattered  small  local  dumps  of  tins,  etc.,  but  it  is  most  difficult 
to  trace  their  origin. 

The  house  refuse  from  the  Boroughs  of  Finsbury,  Islington, 
and  Stoke  Newington  is  disposed  of  in  a most  satisfactory  manner 
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by  Messrs.  Inns  on  their  tipping  sites  at  Cole  Green  and  Wheat- 
hampstead;  regular  visits  are  made  to  these  dumps,  and  owing  to 
their  proper  control  no  complaints  arise. 

Many  useless  sites  which  have  been  properly  filled  and 
levelled  by  controlled  dumping  continue  to  come  into  use  for 
recreation  grounds  and  other  useful  purposes.  Generally,  it  is 
evident  that  with  the  supervision  of  the  disposal  of  refuse  to-day 
a great  deal  of  improvement  in  this  respect  is  taking  place. 

MILK  PRODUCTION . 

In  the  following  table  particulars  are  given  of  the  results  of 
examination  of  samples  of  milk  at  the  County  Laboratory  at  Hill 
End  Mental  Hospital  during  the  year  : — 


Number  of  samples  of  milk  examined  by  microscopy  for  tubercle 
bacilli  ••••••..•• 

Number  of  these  samples  found  positive  ..... 

Number  of  bulk  samples  examined  for  tubercle  bacilli 
Number  of  these  samples  found  positive  .... 

Number  of  single  samples  examined  for  tubercle  bacilli 
Number  of  these  samples  found  positive  .... 

Number  of  undefined  or  presumably  suspected  samples  examined 
for  tubercle  bacilli  ........ 

Number  of  these  samples  found  positive  .... 

Number  of  samples  tested  with  biological  test  for  tubercle  bacilli 
Number  of  these  samples  found  positive  .... 

Number  of  samples  examined  for  tubercle  bacilli  which  were 
samples  of  school  milk  ....... 

Number  of  these  samples  found  positive  .... 

Number  of  samples  of  designated  milk  examined 
Number  of  samples  of  designated  milk  up  to  standard 
Number  of  samples  of  designated  milk  below  standard 


163 

4 

147 

0 

16 

4 

0 

0 
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11 

131 

0 

1,313 

1,180 

133 


The  following  figures  which  have  been  received  from  the 
Chief  Constable  give  particulars  as  to  the  incidence  of  tuberculosis 
in  cattle.  During  the  period  ended  31st  March,  1938,  11,647 
animals  were  examined,  six  of  which  were  found  to  be  suffering 
from  tuberculosis.  During  the  same  period  43  samples  of  milk 
were  microscopically  examined,  five  of  which  were  positive  for 
T.B. 

Since  the  1st  April,  1938,  all  veterinary  functions,  including 
the  examination  of  animals,  have  been  carried  out  under  the 
direction  of  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries,  and 
according  to  reports  I have  received  from  them  36,52 7 animals 
were  examined  during  the  period  1st  April  to  31st  December, 
1938,  129  of  which  were  found  to  be  suffering  from  tuberculosis. 
No  information  has  been  received,  however,  as  to  the  number  of 
samples  of  milk  microscopically  examined  during  this  period. 


80 


SALE  OF  FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACTS . 

The  work  under  the  Sale  of  Food  and  Drugs  Acts  is  carried 
out  by  the  Inspectors  appointed  for  the  purpose,  working 
under  the  Chief  Constable.  Analysis  of  samples  taken  are  made 
by  the  County  Analyst,  Dr.  Bernard  Dyer,  of  the  Analytical 
Laboratory,  17  Great  Tower  Street,  London,  E.C.,  to  whom  I am 
indebted  for  the  following  report  regarding  the  analytical  work 
carried  out  during  the  year. 


Dr.  Dyer's  Report. 


Food  and  Drugs  (Adiriteration)  Act,  1928. 

Summary  of  Samples  Analysed  from  1st  January  to  31st 

December,  1938. 


Samples 

Analysed. 


Almonds,  ground 

14 

Apricots,  Dried  . 

1 

Apricot  Pie 

1 

Baking  Powder  . 

1 

Balsam  of  Aniseed 

1 

Bicarbonate  of  Soda  . 

1 

Biscuits  .... 

1 

Brawn  . . 

4 

Butter  .... 

28 

Cake  .... 

4 

Cheese  .... 

4 

Chicken  and  Ham  Paste ; 
Chicken  and  Ham  Roll 

and 

2 

Chocolate  Covered  Sponge  . 

1 

Christmas  Pudding 

1 

Chutney  .... 

1 

Cocoa  .... 

4 

Cocktail  (non-alcoholic) 

1 

Coffee  .... 

19 

Coffee  and  Chicory 

2 

Coffee  and  Chicory  Essence  . 

3 

Cream  .... 

18 

Fish  Pastes 

5 

Flour,  Bun 

2 

Gingerbread  Fingers 

1 

Golden  Syrup 

2 

Gravy  Browning 

1 

Horseradish  Cream 

2 

J am  .... 

29 

Jelly  .... 

2 

Lard  .... 

22 

Lemonade  Crystals 

2 

Lemon  Barley 

2 

Lemon  Barley  Crystals 

1 

Lemon  Barley  Water  . 

1 

Lemon  Cheese 

6 

Lemon  Squash  . 

3 

Lime  Juice  Cordial 

1 

Margarine 

6 

Samples 

Unsatisfactory. 


1 
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Marmalade 
Meat  Faggots 
Milk 


Milk,  Condensed 
Minced  Meat 
Mincemeat 
Mussels  in  Vinegar 
Mustard  Compound  and  Mustard 
Mixture  . 

Mustard  Sauce  . 

Oats,  Cooking 
Olive  Oil 
Orange  Squash 
Pea  Flour 
Pearl  Barley 
Peas,  Tinned 
Peel,  Candied 
Pepper 
Pickles 
Raisins 

Rice  (whole  and  ground) 

Salad  Cream 

Salmon  and  Shrimp  Paste 
Salmon  Paste 
Sauce 
Sausages 

Sausages,  Preserved 
Self-raising  Flour 
Semolina  . 

Soup  Powder 
Spice,  Mixed 
Steak  and  Kidney  Pie 
Suet,  Shredded  . 

Sugar 
Sultanas 
Sweetmeats 

Veal,  Ham,  and  Tongue  Rol 
Veal,  Jellied 
Vinegar 
Whisky 

Wine,  Blackcurrant  (non-alcoholic 
Wine,  Ginger  (non-alcoholic) 

Wing,  Orange 
Wine,  Raisin 

Wine,  Ruby  (non-alcoholic) 


Samples 

Analysed. 

1 

1 

365 

4 

1 

4 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

2 

1 

2 

2 

2 

5 

6 
1 
6 
1 
1 
1 
2 
9 

5 
7 
1 
1 
1 
1 

3 
2 
2 

4 
1 
1 

6 

3 
1 

4 
1 
1 
1 
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“ Appeal  to  Cow  ” milk  samples  . 38 

709 


Samples 

Unsatisfactory. 


26 


1 


2 


3 

1 
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Milk . — Out  of  365  samples  26  were  unsatisfactory,  six  by 
reason  of  the  presence  of  added  water  in  proportions  varying 
from  2 to  12  per  cent.,  and  20  by  reason  of  deficiency  in  fat 
ranging  from  3 per  cent,  to  25  per  cent,  of  the  minimum  quantity 
proper  to  normal  milk  as  indicated  in  the  Sale  of  Milk 
Regulations. 
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In  connection  with  some  of  these  unsatisfactory  milk  samples 
as  many  as  38  samples  of  milk  were  taken  on  ‘ ‘ appeal  of  cow  ’ ’ . 
Of  these  samples  10  showed  natural  deficiencies  in  fat,  and 
showed  six  slight  deficiencies  in  non-fatty  solids,  but  in  every  one 
of  these  cases  the  freezing  point  was  that  of  genuine  milk,  and  its 
observation  would  have  exonerated  any  of  those  samples  from 
suspicion  of  addition  of  water,  apart  from  any  evidence  as  to  the 
way  in  which  the  samples  were  taken. 

Cheese. — A sample  sold  as  " Cream  Cheese  " was  found  to 
consist  of  soft  cheese  made  not  from  cream  but  from  milk  which 
had  been  deprived  by  skimming  of  half  of  its  natural  fat,  its 
softness  being  due  to  the  fact  that  two-thirds  of  it  consisted  of 
water.  This  was  a sample  taken  informally.  Later  a formal 
purchase  of  similar  cheese  was  made  at  the  same  premises,  but 
in  this  case  the  salesman  informed  the  inspector  that  it  was  not 
cream  cheese  but  milk  cheese. 

Sausages.— Two  samples  of  sausages,  sold  without  any 
notice  to  the  purchaser  of  the  fact  that  they  were  preserved,  were 
found  to  have  been  preserved  with  sulphur  dioxide,  the  quantity 
of  which,  however,  was  within  the  limit  allowable  in  those  cases 
in  which  the  fact  of  preservation  is  properly  indicated  to  the 
purchaser. 

Mustard  Compound. — A sample  sold  as  " Mustard  Com- 
pound * ' was  found  to  consist — as  such  compounds  usually  do — 
of  a mixture  of  mustard  with  wheaten  flour,  but  in  this  particular 
case  the  proportion  of  flour  was  unusually  heavy,  constituting 
as  much  as  one-third  of  the  weight  of  the  mixture. 

Ginger  Wine.— A sample  sold  as  " Non-alcoholic  Ginger 
Wine  " was  improperly  described  since  it  was  without  pungency 
or  any  flavour  of  ginger. 

Vinegar. — One  of  the  samples  of  vinegar,  which  was  sold  as 
"Malt  Vinegar",  was  not  properly  so  described,  as  it  was  not 
made  from  an  infusion  of  malt.  It  was,  however,  a genuine 
product  of  fermentation  properly  labelled  as  "Vinegar"  although 
not  with  the  prefix  ‘ ‘ malt  * ' . Two  other  samples  sold  as  ‘ ' Malt 
Vinegar  " were  still  more  improperly  described  as  they  consisted 
of  artificial  vinegar. 

SUMMARY  AND  CONCLUSIONS. 

The  health  of  the  County  during  1938  as  shown  by  the 
statistics  submitted  has  generally  been  better  than  it  was  during 
the  previous  year,  although  in  some  special  aspects  it  is  not  so 
satisfactory. 
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The  estimated  population  of  the  County  is  given  as  485,500 
compared  with  474,700  for  1937;  this  represents  an  increase  of 
10,800  compared  with  14,550  last  year. 

It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  report  an  increase  in  the  birth- 
rate, which  was  15  *.  1 compared  with  14  * 6 last  year.  The  actual 
number  of  births  was  7, 382  compared  with  6,957  in  fhe  previous 
year. 

There  has  been  a fall  in  the  general  death-rate  which  was 
9 * 8 compared  with  10  * 1 in  1937,  the  causes  of  this  decrease  are 
discussed  in  the  body  of  the  report. 

The  infant  mortality  has  also  fallen,  being  35  compared  with 
37  last  year.  The  figure  of  35  for  the  infant  mortality  compares 
favourably  with  that  of  53  for  England  and  Wales. 

An  increase  has  occurred  in  the  maternal  mortality  which 
was  2 * 9 compared  with  2 ’ 4 last  year.  This  increase  was  not  due 
to  puerperal  sepsis  but  to  non-septic  conditions,  reference  to  which 
is  made  in  the  body  of  the  Report.  The  rate  for  England  and 
Wales  for  the  year  was  2*9. 

The  death-rate  from  pulmonary  tuberculosis,  namely  o*  38, 
was  the  same  as  last  year.  The  death-rate  from  non-pulmonary 
tuberculosis  was  slightly  higher,  being  o • 10  compared  with  o * 07 
last  year. 

The  death-rate  from  cancer  and  other  forms  of  malignant 
disease  has  slightly  increased,  being  1 ■ 6 compared  with  1 * 5 for 
1937- 

The  number  of  patients  from  the  County  attending  the 
Venereal  Disease  Clinics  in  London  during  the  year  shows  a 
considerable  increase,  being  389  compared  with  334  for  1937. 

The  death-rate  from  epidemic  disease  has  slightly  increased, 
the  rate  being  o*  07  compared  with  o*  06  last  year. 

There  has  been  a decrease  in  the  number  of  deaths  from 
bronchitis,  influenza,  Brights  disease,  cerebral  haemorrhage  and 
infantile  diarrhoea. 

The  information  given  regarding  the  sanitary  services  in  the 
County  indicates  the  extent  to  which  developments  have  taken 
place  in  connection  with  the  provision  of  piped  water  supplies  in 
rural  districts  under  the  scheme  of  the  County  Council.  It  is 
hoped  that  similar  developments  in  the  promotion  of  schemes  for 
sewage  disposal  will  follow  in  due  course. 

In  conclusion  I desire  once  more  to  take  the  opportunity  of 
expressing  thanks  on  behalf  of  the  County  Council  to  those  ladies 
who  act  as  Voluntary  Helpers  at  the  various  centres  and  clinics 
in  the  County. 
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